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Week Ending Friday, August 22, 2003

Remarks at the Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area
in Thousand Oaks, California

August 15, 2003

Thank you all for coming. This is a beau-
tiful place to gather. It’s a little different from
Crawford—{[laughter]—but the work is just
as hard. If it looks like I'm kind of sweaty,
it's because | am. [Laughter] I've been shov-
eling dirt to make sure the trails are main-
tained so people can use them.

Before | talk about our park system, | do
want to say that the people of New York City
and New York State and the people of the
Northeast and Midwest who were affected
by last night's blackout were—Kkept their
calm, were decent to their neighbors, really
showed the rest of the country and the world
the true character of the American people.
I want to thank all of them for how they dealt
with a very difficult situation and assure them
that Federal, State, and local authorities are
working hard to get the power up and run-
ning to take care of the needs of the people.
And at the same time, we'll figure out what
went wrong, and we’ll address it. We will
view this rolling blackout as a wake-up call,
a wake-up call for the need to modernize our
electricity delivery systems, and we’ll re-
spond.

And what we're here to talk about today
is how do we make sure our national asset,
the National Park System, has got a modern
infrastructure system as well, so that the peo-
ple who own the park, the American people,
can use the parks. After all, the parks are
owned by the people of this country, and we
want the park system to work well, and we
want there to be a modern infrastructure. We
want the 80 million acres of national park
land to be accessible and comfortable to use
for the American people, and at the same
time, we want to respect nature and honor
God’s great gift to our country by conserving

these beautiful properties all across the coun-
try.

The responsibility to maintain our parks
has not always been met in America. It's a
problem that we will address, and helping
me address the problem is the Secretary of
the Interior, Gale Norton. You know, I
picked somebody from the West to run the
Interior Department because 1 felt like, in
her case, she was sensitive to the needs of
the people and to the needs of the land. And
she’s doing a heck of a good job on behalf
of the American people. And | appreciate
you being here.

And Fran Mainella is with us today. She’s
the Director of the National Park Service.
Hi, Fran. When 1 tell you what we're going
to do about maintaining our parks, really
what I’'m doing is telling you what she’s going
to do—([laughter]—in collaboration with the
good folks who work for the Interior Depart-
ment, the good folks who wear the hats, the
people that are out on the frontline of main-
taining our parks and making sure our parks
are accessible to the American people, the
park rangers, the dedicated employees who
are—really make a difference in the people’s
lives. I want to thank you all for your hard
work on behalf of the American people.

I had a chance to spend some quality time
with such a person, Woody Smeck; he’s the
Superintendent of the Santa Monica Moun-
tains. [Applause] Woody, it's a good sign
when people who work with you cheer for
you. [Laughter] I can see why. Woody cares
a lot about the land. He cares deeply about
the people who use the land. Woody has got
a tough job. He manages the largest urban
park in America, but it's a park that requires
collaboration with State officials—and | want
to thank the State officials who are here—
requires cooperation with the local officials,
and it requires collaboration with private
property owners in order to make sure the
park works the way we want it to work. And
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Woody, you're doing a heck of a good job,
and | appreciate your service to our country.

We've got some mayors with us today, and
I’'m honored you all are here. Andy Fox and
Greg Hill and James Bozajian are here with
us. The local mayors of Thousand Oaks and
Redondo Beach and Calabasas, California,
are integral players in making sure the park
system works. | asked the question, how are
the local people—they were responding well
to your initiatives that Woody has laid out?
And he said, “Absolutely.” He said the co-
operation is fantastic. So Mayors, | want to
thank you for coming, but more importantly,
I want to thank you for doing your job in
a way that makes your citizens proud.

I’'m also am so proud that my friend Elton
Gallegly is here with us. He is the congress-
man from this area. He cares a lot about this
park. He cares a lot about the people who
live in this congressional district. And Elton
and | are going to work hard to make sure
the appropriations process reflects our de-
sire, our common desire, to maintain the
park system of America. And Elton, thank
you for coming.

One of the things that makes the park sys-
tems go and really function well is the volun-
teer effort all around our country, and you've
got a fantastic volunteer effort here. I met
two such people today. Melvin Caradine, he
is a volunteer here. He leads tours. He shares
his knowledge with the people who come to
visit. And Ralph Waycott, he is the volunteer
coordinator for the Rancho Sierra Vista
Nursery. I don’t know if Ralph was a botanist
in college or not—[laughter]—but it sure
sounded like it. [Laughter] He knows a lot
about what he’s talking about.

He and Melvin really represent the best
of the country, when you think about it—
people who are willing to take time out of
their lives and to, in this case, make the park
system work and make our fellow citizens
feel comfortable and knowledgeable when
they come to the parks. I'm told there’s a
couple hundred volunteers who come here
on a regular basis to help make sure this park
works, and | want to thank you. And | urge
others that if you're interested in serving your
community, interested in serving your coun-
try, volunteer at a park. Make it work better.
Help restore it. Help the hard-working em-
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ployees and dedicated folks that are in charge
of our parks; help make their job easier. And
so for those of you who are here who volun-
teer, thanks a lot for what you do.

What's interesting about this place is, there
are over 33 million visitors who come here.
That's a lot. [Laughter] There are a lot of
people who use this park, and that's good.
That's the way it should be. And I can see
why they come. It's a beautiful spot. Fan-
tastic trails—it’s a good opportunity for peo-
ple to care of their physiqgues—[laughter]—
by taking off in the hills and a getting yourself
a good walk on a daily basis. But 33 million
people use this.

The truth of the matter is, God designed
this park’s beauty, but men and women make
sure it remains beautiful. And that’s an im-
portant part about conservation: It's man’s
ability to make sure that God’s beauty is
maintained and preserved and that when
people use it, they use it in a respectful way.
The park rangers and the landowners and the
local businesses have made it so that people
from all over the world can come here and
use this place. Because of wise stewardship,
this park has flourished. This is good for all
of us, to understand what works.

You see, Gale mentioned we've got 388
national park areas. Now, this includes his-
toric sites and battlefields and recreation
areas and monuments and shores. But all of
them are a point of pride for the local com-
munities surrounding the particular site, and
they need to be a point of pride for our coun-
try as well. And after all, our park system
is the crown jewel of America’s recreation
system.

In the past, though, the sites have really,
in some cases, been ignored. And that’s the
reality, and that’s the truth. For many years,
our Federal Government did not even have
the basic information it needed to set prior-
ities about what should be repaired or not
repaired, because we had a haphazard system
of dealing with the people’s asset. We just
kind of—as we say down there, catch as catch
can, without a national strategy to maintain
this incredibly important asset.

And so I've set out to do something about
it. And the first thing we've got to do is, we've
got to get a commitment from the appropri-
ators in Congress to spend enough money
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to maintain our parks. And so I'm calling on
Congress to spend $5 billion over the next
5 years. | made that call 2 years ago. I've
said, “If you're interested in helping us main-
tain the park system, put some money out
there so that we can actually do the job.”
And Congress responded for the last 2 years
by appropriating $1.8 billion to meet the
needs to make sure our parks are modernized
and maintained and get the needed repairs
to make the parks accessible to the people.
In this year’s budget, this year’s request, |
put in $1.1 billion and then plan on asking
2.2 total for '05 and 06, so that we spend
$5 billion on maintenance projects and repair
projects in the park system all across the
country.

And | expect Congress to respond. We've
got a national asset that in some cases needs
needed repairs, and now is the time to get
after it on behalf of the American people.
This is a problem, and now let’s address the
problem. And I think they’ll respond.

In the first 2 years in my administration,
under Gale and Fran’s leadership, we've un-
dertaken 900 park maintenance projects, and
that’s a good start. We’re making progress.
We'll do another 500 this year and 400 next
year. Slowly but surely, we're beginning to
deal with the backlog of much needed main-
tenance.

And these are projects that—1I'll talk about
some of them we’re doing here, under
Woody’s supervision, but for example, there’s
repairs to a visitors center at Cape Cod Na-
tional Seashore. I mean, when visitors show
up for the Cape Cod National Seashore and
its beauty, we want there to be a visitors cen-
ter that’s worth going into. We want the toi-
lets to flush. [Laughter] We want the pot-
holes to be taken out of the parking lot.
Whatever the problem is, we need to address
it so that the people, when it comes to using
their own park, are able to do so in a com-
fortable way.

We've got a new wastewater system being
developed at Yellowstone National Park, and
that’'s important. We've got a new lighting
and electrical systems on the U.S. Arizona
Memorial at Pearl Harbor. At the Redwood
National Park, we're removing abandoned
roads to protect the park and to improve the
watershed. There are just practical things
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that need to be done on a park-by-park basis
in order to do our job on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

In order to have a strategy, we felt it was
important to develop a national system to
take a national inventory so you can set prior-
ities. If the information is scattered and hap-
hazard, you'll have a haphazard and scattered
response to a problem. And so | tasked Gale
and Fran with the idea of setting up a na-
tional database that will track maintenance
needs on a asset-by-asset basis. And so the
Interior Department and the parks depart-
ment have tasked the park superintendents
to conduct an inventory of buildings and
trails and monument roads and assets and
let us know the condition on a park-by-park
basis. And the data will be centralized in
Washington. So far, 384 out of the 388 park
superintendents have responded. We're
chasing down the other four—[laughter]—
to make sure we get inventories.

And then when you get an assessment of
what is needed, we can set priorities. And
when you set priorities, it is more likely that
the $5 billion will be spent wisely on behalf
of the American people to maintain their
park system.

In the Santa Monica Mountains, Woody
was telling me that—first of all, he was one
of the first to apply to the system, first to
input into the system. He determined that
the buildings were in good shape but the
trails were eroded and needed work. He sent
out a priority list to Washington, DC. I think
we've sent back $2.4 million of trail mainte-
nance money, if I'm not mistaken, which has
improved a lot of the trails for the people
who use the trails.

And as importantly, you've made it pos-
sible for people to see the beauty of the land,
to access the beauty without destroying the
land. The more modern the trail system, the
more repaired our trail system is, the less
likely it is that people will trample the beau-
ty—that they’ll stay on the trails, and so you'll
be able to have people take wonderful hikes
or bike rides throughout this beautiful coun-
tryside without the fear of damaging the
countryside.

Woody accessed the system; he put out a
plan; and the Government responded. And
we expect other park superintendents to do
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so. And when Congress appropriates the
money, which I'm confident they will, par-
ticularly after this moment—{laughter]—that
we’'ll better spend the money on behalf of
the people.

As Woody said, for the first time, we now
have a system that moves us from reactive
to proactive, and that's how we're able to
track real improvements. And that's what
we're going to be with America’s park system:
We're going to be proactive and doing what'’s
right on behalf of the American people.

I mentioned the volunteers that make
these parks work—and particularly, this park
work. And | ran into some folks from Wood-
row Wilson East High School in Los Angeles.
Stan is with us. Stan is a teacher. Thank you,
Stan, for being a teacher. Rosa Gomez and
Susan Lam and Denise Sanchez are with us
as well. Thank you all for coming. | see other
students from Woodrow Wilson, as well, or
Wilson—the Wilson Mules, | take it. [Laugh-
ter] But we were repairing the trails together.
By the way, the three ladies I just mentioned
are high school grads. They're going to col-
lege. A couple of them are the first time any-
body in their family has ever gone to college,
which is fabulous.

But I want to thank them for coming out
and working hard on the trails. It's a—it’s
got to be a fantastic educational experience
to get out in this beautiful part of our country
and put something back into the system.
After all, that's really what makes America
great, when people realize that patriotism
means serving something greater than your-
self, serving the country you love, doing your
part to make sure that the community in
which you live is as good as it can possibly
be, loving a neighbor just like you'd like to
be loved yourself. Whether it be maintaining
park roads or helping somebody who hurts,
helping somebody who's addicted, we can all
make a difference in changing our country.

And that's what the Harmans are doing.
I ran into Terry and Holly Harman. Terry
and Holly challenged me to a 6-mile run.
[Laughter] 1 took one look at them; I said,
“No thanks.” [Laughter] But the Harmans
are here. They love to use the park. They
ride their bikes; they run. They've enjoyed
this park for a lot of years, and part of their
enjoyment is to make it a better place for
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other people. | want to tell you what Terry
said. He said volunteering here has helped
him feel ownership for the park. You're kind
of protective. You realize, in his words, “This
is my park too.”

Well, it is your park. It’s the park of every
person who lives in America, and we've got
to remember that. We're stewards of the
people land. We have an obligation to leave
this park a better place than when we found
it. And there’s no doubt in my mind, thanks
to the hard work of the park employees, to
the volunteers who come, thanks to a Con-
gress that recognizes that we need to main-
tain this incredibly important asset for our
country, we’ll do our job.

Thanks for coming. May God continue to
bless our country.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:17 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Stan Katase, teacher,
Woodrow Wilson High School. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Luncheon in Irvine, California
August 15, 2003

Thank you very much. Thanks for the
warm welcome. Thanks for the friendship.
It's great to be back in the great State of
California, and it's wonderful to see so many
friends from Orange County. I'm honored
you all are here. | appreciate the strong fi-
nancial support you've given.

I want to thank those who have worked
so hard to make this a major success. Really
what we're doing is, we're laying the founda-
tion for next year’s campaign, putting the
process in place and the foundation in place
for what's going to be a great victory in No-
vember of '04.

And | need to count on you, particularly
when it comes to energizing the vote, to mak-
ing sure the grassroots gets our message. |
want you to remind your Republican friends,
your Democrat friends, your independent
friends that this administration is one that
is serving all the people of the United States
of America.

I'm getting ready—[laughter]—and I'm
loosening up. [Laughter] But the political
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season will come in its own time. See, I've
got a job to do, and right now I'm focused
on the people’s business. We'll continue to
work hard to earn the confidence of the
American people by keeping this Nation
strong and secure and prosperous and free.

I regret that our First Lady is not with
us. | just talked to Laura. She’s in Midland
visiting her mother, and I'm going to see her
tonight for dinner. But she sends her love,
and | tell you, I love her a lot. She is a great
lady.

I appreciate my friends Brad Freeman and
Gerry Parsky and Mercer Reynolds for work-
ing so hard to organize what is going to be
a great nationwide effort in terms of col-
lecting the resources necessary to run a via-
ble campaign.

I want to thank Duf Sundheim, the party
chairman of the State of California, for his
leadership. I'm honored that members of the
mighty California congressional delegation
are with us, friends of mine, people who work
hard on behalf of the citizens of California:
Congressmen David Dreier and Ed Royce
and Ken Calvert and Congressman Chris
Cox. I want to thank them for coming.

I appreciate John Campbell and Bob
Pacheco, State reps, people who represented
their districts well and who were strong sup-
porters of mine in 2000.

But most of all, I thank you all for coming.

In the last 2¥2 years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. |
came to this office to solve problems, not to
pass them on to future presidents or future
generations. | came to seize opportunities in-
stead of letting them slip away. We are meet-
ing the test of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.
We have captured or killed many key leaders
of Al Qaida, and the rest of them know we’re
on their trail. In Afghanistan and Irag, we
gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are
no more. Fifty million people in those two
countries once lived under tyranny, and now
they live in freedom.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased
the defense budget to prepare for the threats
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of a new era. And today, no one in the world
can question the skill and the strength and
the spirit of the United States military.

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an
economy in recession. And then our country
was attacked, and we found out that there
were some CEOs in America who forgot to
tell the truth. We had corporate scandals.
War affected the people’s confidence. But we
acted. We passed tough new laws to hold cor-
porate criminals to account. And to get the
economy going again, |1 have twice led the
United States Congress to pass historic tax
relief for the American people.

I believe that when Americans have more
take-home pay to spend, to save, or invest,
the whole economy grows, and someone is
more likely to find a job. And | understand
whose money we spend in Washington. It
is not the Government’s money; it is the peo-
ple’s money. We're returning more money
to people to help them raise their families.
We're reducing taxes on dividends and cap-
ital gains to encourage investment. We're
providing small businesses with incentives to
expand so they can hire people. With all
these actions, we are laying the foundation
for greater prosperity and more jobs across
America so that every single citizen in this
country can realize the great promise of
America.

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn't much action. So | called for and the
Congress passed the No Child Left Behind
Act. With a solid bipartisan majority, we de-
livered the most dramatic education reform
in a generation. We're bringing high stand-
ards and strong accountability measures to
every public school in America. We believe
every child can learn the basics of reading
and math, and we expect every school in
America to teach the basics of reading and
math. This administration is challenging the
soft bigotry of low expectations. The days of
excuse-making are over. We expect results
in return for Federal money in every class-
room in America so that not one child is left
behind.

We reorganized our Government to create
the Department of Homeland Security to
better safeguard our borders and ports and
to protect the American people. We passed
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trade promotion authority to open up new
markets for California manufacturers and
farmers and ranchers and entrepreneurs. We
passed budget agreements to help maintain
much-needed spending discipline in Wash-
ington, DC.

On issue after issue, this administration
has acted on principle, has kept its word, and
has made progress for the American people.

The United States Congress has shared in
these great achievements, and | appreciate
their hard work. I've got a great relationship
with Speaker Hastert and Leader Frist. I'll
continue to work with them to change the
tone in Washington, DC, and to focus on re-
sults as opposed to process and politics.

And those are the kind of people I've as-
sembled in my administration. | have put to-
gether a great administration on behalf of the
American people. We have no finer Vice
President in our Nation’s history than Dick
Cheney. Mother might have a second opin-
ion. [Laughter]

In 2¥2 years, we’ve come far, but our work
is only beginning. I've set great goals worthy
of this great Nation. First, America is com-
mitted to expanding the realm of freedom
and peace for our own security and for the
benefit of the world. And second, in our own
country, we must work for a society of pros-
perity and compassion so that every single
citizen, regardless of their background, re-
gardless of their religion, regardless of their
status, has a chance to work and to succeed
and realize the great promise of our land.

It is clear that the future of freedom and
peace depend on the actions of America. This
Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s de-
fender. We welcome this charge of history,
and we're keeping it.

Our war on terror continues. The enemies
of freedom are not idle, and neither are we.
This country will not rest; we will not tire;
we will not stop until this danger to civiliza-
tion is removed.

Yet, our national interest involves more
than eliminating aggressive threats to our se-
curity. Our greatest security comes from the
advance of human liberty. Free nations do
not support terror. Free nations do not attack
their neighbors. And free nations do not
threaten the world with weapons of mass ter-
ror. Americans believe that freedom is the
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deepest need and hope of every human
heart. And we believe that freedom is the
right of every person. And we believe that
freedom is the future of every nation.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world. And
when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power of med-
icine to millions of men and women and chil-
dren now suffering with AIDS. I'm so proud
of our great land. We're leading the world
in this incredibly important work of human
rescue.

We face challenges at home, and our ac-
tions are equal to those challenges. I will con-
tinue to work to lay the foundation for eco-
nomic growth, to make sure the entrepre-
neurial spirit is strong, to encourage job cre-
ation so that anybody who wants to work
today and can't find a job will be able to do
S0.

And we have a duty to keep our commit-
ment to America’s seniors by strengthening
and modernizing Medicare. A few weeks ago,
the Congress took historic action to improve
the lives of older Americans. For the first
time—the first time—since the creation of
Medicare, the House and Senate have passed
reforms to increase the choices for our sen-
iors and to provide coverage for prescription
drugs. The next step is for both bodies to
get together and iron out some details and
get a bill to my desk. The sooner they finish
the job, the sooner Americans will get a mod-
ernized Medicare system.

And for the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. People
who have been harmed by a bad doc deserve
their day in court. Yet, the system should not
reward lawyers who are simply fishing for a
rich settlement. Because frivolous lawsuits
drive up the cost of health care, they affect
the Federal budget; they affect the Medicare
budget, the Medicaid budget, the veterans
health care budget. Medical liability reform
is a national issue that requires a national so-
lution. The House of Representatives passed
a good bill to reform the Senate—the system.
It is stuck in the Senate. It is now time for
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the United States Senate to act on behalf of
the patients of America. No one has ever
been healed by a frivolous lawsuit.

I have a responsibility as President to make
sure the judicial system runs well, and | have
met that duty. | have nominated superb men
and women for the Federal courts, people
who will interpret the law, not legislate from
the bench.

In California, 1 nominated Carolyn Kuhl
to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. She
is a—tremendous bipartisan support. She’s
respected as a State judge. Yet, some Sen-
ators are distorting her record; they're threat-
ening to block an up-or-down vote. Unfortu-
nately, she’s not alone. They're doing that to
too many of my nominees, and that is wrong.
All judicial nominees deserve a fair hearing
and an up-or-down vote on the Senate floor.
It is time for some Members of the United
States Senate to stop playing politics with
American justice.

The Congress needs to complete work on
a comprehensive energy plan that, among
other things, will help us modernize our in-
frastructure around America. We must pro-
mote energy efficiency and conservation, de-
velop cleaner—develop technology to help
us explore for energy in environmentally sen-
sitive ways. But for the sake of economic se-
curity and for the sake of national security,
we need to become less dependent on for-
eign sources of energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. 1 will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism. We will apply the best
and most innovative and effective ideas to
the task of helping our fellow citizens in
need. There are still millions of men and
women who want to end their dependence
on Government and become independent
through hard work. We must build on the
success of welfare reform to bring work and
dignity into the lives of more of our fellow
citizens.

Congress should complete the “Citizen
Service Act” to encourage more Americans
to serve their communities and their country.
And both Houses should reach agreement on
my Faith-Based Initiative so that we can sup-
port the armies of compassion which are
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mentoring children, caring for the homeless,
and offering hope to the addicted.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for every citizen, including the
independence and dignity that come from
ownership. This administration will con-
stantly strive to promote an ownership soci-
ety in America. We want more people own-
ing their own home. We have a minority
homeownership gap in America, and I've got
a plan to close that gap. We want people
owning their own retirement systems and
managing their own retirement systems. We
want people controlling their own health care
systems. We want more people owning and
operating their own small business in Amer-
ica, because we understand that when some-
body owns something, he or she has a vital
stake in the future in the United States of
America.

In a compassionate society, people respect
one another and take responsibility for the
decisions they make. We're changing the cul-
ture of America from one that has said, “If
it feels good, do it,” and “If you've got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,” to a culture in
which each of us understands we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life.

If you're fortunate enough to be a mother
or a father, you're responsible for loving your
child with all your heart and all your soul.
If you're concerned about the quality of edu-
cation in your community, you're responsible
for doing something about it. If you're a CEO
in America, you have the responsibility to tell
the truth to your shareholders and your em-
ployees.

And in the responsibility society, each of
us is responsible for loving our neighbor just
like we’'d like to be loved ourself. And we
can see the culture of responsibility and serv-
ice growing around us here in America. |
started what’s called the USA Freedom
Corps to encourage Americans to extend a
compassionate hand to a neighbor in need,
and the response has been strong. People
from all walks of life are signing up to figure
out how to help and do their duty as an
American citizen.

Charities are strong and the faith-based or-
ganizations are vibrant, bringing hope and
healing to citizens who hurt. Policemen and
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firefighters and people who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform are reminding us what it
means to sacrifice for something greater than
yourself in life. Once again the children be-
lieve in heroes, because they see them every
day in America.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of America.
And I've been privileged to see the compas-
sion and the character of the American peo-
ple. All the tests of the last 2%> years have
come to the right nation. We are a strong
country, and we use that strength to defend
the peace. We're an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than
ourselves.

Abroad, we seek to lift whole nations by
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift
up lives by spreading opportunity to every
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it. And
we know that for our country and for our
cause, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Irvine Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Brad Freeman, California State fi-
nance chairman, and Mercer Reynolds, national
finance chairman, Bush-Cheney '04, Inc.; and
Gerald Parsky, Team California chairman, and
Duf Sundheim, party chairman, California Repub-
lican Party. A portion of these remarks could not
be verified because the tape was incomplete. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Memorandum on the 2003
Combined Federal Campaign

August 15, 2003

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 2003 Combined Federal Campaign

I am delighted that the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Mel R. Mar-
tinez, has agreed to serve as the Chair of the
2003 Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) of
the National Capital Area. | ask you to enthu-
siastically support the CFC by personally
chairing the campaign in your agency and ap-
pointing a top official as your Vice Chair.
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The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to sup-
port thousands of worthy charities. Public
servants not only contribute to the campaign
but also assume leadership roles to ensure
its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm will
help positively influence thousands of em-
ployees and will guarantee another successful
campaign.

George W. Bush

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 16.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Irag

August 15, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the Authorization for Use
of Military Force Against Irag Resolution of
2002 (Public Law 107-243), the Authoriza-
tion for the Use of Force Against Iraq Reso-
lution (Public Law 102-1), and in order to
keep the Congress fully informed, 1 am pro-
viding a report prepared by my Administra-
tion. This report includes matters relating to
post-liberation Iraq under section 7 of the
Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-
338).

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on August 16.

The President’s Radio Address
August 16, 2003

Good morning. This week, | traveled to
Arizona and California to see some of Amer-
ica’s forests and parks and to talk about my
commitment to good stewardship of these
natural treasures.

On Monday, | visited the Coronado Na-
tional Forest in Arizona, where wildfires re-
cently consumed thousands of acres of forest
and destroyed hundreds of homes. Nearby,
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| also saw forests that remained largely intact
thanks to wise forest-management policy.
Fire professionals and forest and park rang-
ers agree, by thinning overgrown forests we
will reduce the risk of catastrophic fire and
restore the health of forest ecosystems.

That is the purpose of my Healthy Forest
Initiative. We're cutting through bureau-
cratic redtape to complete urgently needed
forest-thinning projects. We are speeding up
environmental assessments and consultations
required by current law. And we’re expe-
diting the administrative appeals process to
resolve disputes more quickly. By the end
of this fiscal year in September, we will have
treated more than 2.6 million acres of over-
growth, more than twice the acreage that was
treated in the year 2000.

Under current law, however, litigation
often delays projects, while some 190 million
acres of forest remain at high risk of dan-
gerous fires and nearby communities remain
vulnerable. So I'm asking Congress to reform
the review process for forest projects. The
“Healthy Forests Restoration Act” would
make forest health a high priority when
courts are forced to resolve disputes, and it
would place reasonable time limits on the liti-
gation process after the public has had an
opportunity to comment and a decision has
been made. For the health of America’s for-
ests and for the safety and economic vitality
of our communities, the Congress must com-
plete work on this bill. The House has passed
the legislation, and now the Senate must act.

As we protect America’s forests, we must
also preserve the beauty of America’s nearly
80 million acres of national parkland. On Fri-
day, | visited the Santa Monica Mountains
National Recreation Area in southern Cali-
fornia. It is one of America’'s 388 national
park areas, including historic sites and battle-
fields, recreation areas, monuments, and
shores. Every one of them is a point of pride
for the Nation and for local communities.

Yet in the past, not all of these sites have
been given the attention they require. Some
of our national park areas are not in good
condition. And for many years, Government
did not even have the basic information
about which places were most in need of re-
pair or restoration. To meet this challenge,
I pledge to spend $4.9 billion over 5 years
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on needed work and maintenance in our na-
tional park areas.

With the support of Congress, we're keep-
ing that commitment. In the first 2 years of
my administration, Congress provided nearly
$1.8 billion for park maintenance and roads.
And my request for the next three budgets
will bring total funding for park maintenance
and roads to more than $5 billion over 5
years.

With this funding, we've already under-
taken approximately 900 park maintenance
projects. This year, the Park Service is work-
ing on 500 more projects, and nearly 400
more are planned for next year. As we attend
to needed repairs, we're also putting in place
a new system of inventory and assessment
to assure that America’s parks stay in good
condition. We have set a new course for our
national parks, with better management and
renewed investment in the care and protec-
tion. After all, the parks belong to the people.

I look forward to traveling next week to
Oregon and Washington State, and | will be
carrying the same message: Our system of
national parks and forests is a trust given to
every generation of Americans. By practicing
good management and being faithful stew-
ards of the land, our generation can show
that we’re worthy of that trust.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 9:55 a.m. on
August 14 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 16. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 15 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Interview With the Armed Forces
Radio and Television Service

August 14, 2003
Liberia

Q. Thank you for joining us today. We
really appreciate you being here and taking
time out to talk with us.

I'd like to start out with a topic that’s in
the news this morning, and that's Liberia.
Two weeks ago, you authorized Secretary
Rumsfeld to send a small contingency into
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that war-torn country to help out. And now
this morning, we hear that a couple of hun-
dred more U.S. forces are there to help out.
What's the status there? Do you see this as
a long-term deployment for our troops? Or
do you think this is more short-term?

The President. No, | know it’s short-term.
Here’s what | said. | said, look, we have a
special obligation in Liberia to help with hu-
manitarian aid, and therefore, we will. And
| said, secondly, we will have a limited mis-
sion of limited duration and limited scope
and that we will help what's called ECOMIL,
which is the western African nations’ mili-
taries, go in and provide the conditions nec-
essary for humanitarian aid to move.

We have yet to deploy anybody, really.
Today you mentioned 200 troops. Those 200
troops will be the first really deployed, other
than assessment teams, and their job is to
help secure an airport and a port so food
can be offloaded and the delivery process
begun to help people in Monrovia. We'll be
out of there by October the 1st. We've got
U.N. blue-helmeted troops ready to replace
our limited number of troops.

But our mission there is to help
ECOWAS—help ECOMIL provide humani-
tarian aid.

Coalition Operations in Iraq

Q. I'd like to turn to Irag now.

The President. Yes.

Q. On May 1st, you flew aboard the Abra-
ham Lincoln, and you addressed the Nation,
and you announced the end of combat oper-
ations.

The President. Actually, major military
operations.

Q. Okay, I stand corrected.

The President. Because we still have
combat operations going on.

Q. We do, sir; you're right. But as you say,
duty there continues to be tough, dangerous
work. But ironically, more of our troops have
died since May 1st than during the main hos-
tility. What do your advisers tell you about
the security threat in Iraq today? Is it getting
better? Is it worse? Where do we stand?

The President. Well, it's certainly getting
better on a day-by-day basis. And the reason
why is because we're routing out former
Ba'athists and some foreign terrorists from
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the country. These are people who can't
stand the thought of a free Iraq.

Really, the way I'd like for your viewers
to understand the Iraq theater is that the—
Iraq is an integral part on the war on terror.
See, Saddam Hussein was funding terrorist
activities. He was providing money. Who
knows what kind of armament he was pro-
viding. We know he had illegal weapons, and
those weapons in the hands of terrorists
would be very dangerous to the United
States.

Iraq is in the middle of a part of the region
that has produced terror and terrorists. And
therefore, a free Iraq is an integral part of
winning the war on terror, because a free
Iraq is going to be one that will help—will
have an amazingly positive effect on its
neighborhood. A free Irag will no longer be
a threat to the United States and our friends
and allies. And so what you're seeing now
is a continuation on the battle for Iraq; it's
just a different kind of battle. The first wave
of military operations was to get rid of—the
first major goal of military operations was to
get rid of Saddam Hussein and his regime,
and we have done that. And now it is to make
the country secure enough for democracy to
flourish. And it's a different kind of combat
mission, but nevertheless, it's combat—just
ask the kids that are over there killing and
being shot at.

Listen, as Commander in Chief, | grieve
for any loss of life. And | stand in—I send
my deepest sympathies to the loved ones who
grieve over the loss of a soldier, a loved one.
But the cause is a good cause, because we
will never forget the lessons of 9/11. This is
part of the war on terror. And the effect of
what we have done in Iraq and what we're
doing in lIraq will be a very positive effect
on future generations of Americans, and
that’s very important for people to under-
stand.

Q. You talked about a democracy in Iraq.
August 8th was the 100th day since the end
of combat operations there. But we've got
a lot of forces that are still there. 1 guess
my question to you is, will U.S. forces con-
tinue to bear the brunt of the responsibility
there? | believe down in Crawford you told
the press that America was committed to
staying in Iraq until they were free.
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The President. Right.

Q. But will that responsibility continue to
fall on U.S. forces, or will our coalition part-
ners step up and give us some relief?

The President. Yes, | think what you'll
find is, is that there will be a variety of dif-
ferent elements that will give relief to U.S.
forces.

First of all, we will stay there until the job
is done. If America pulls out, there’s no tell-
ing what'll happen. It'll certainly embolden
terrorists to think that we are going to a mis-
sion and don’t complete it. But think about
the following dynamics. First of all, Britain
is still there. Polish troops are now moving
in and will be in, I think, by September 4th
of this year, which is in 2 weeks. That's a
major Polish contingent. There will be other
nations going in to support not only the Pol-
ish contingent but the British contingent.

We're developing an Irag police force as
well as an Iragi army. And the idea is at some
point in time, the Iraqi army is able to secure
the powerlines and prevent the looting. See,
what’s happening there is there’s a handful
of people, an element of people who are will-
ing to destroy the power grid as we rebuild
it, in order to try to terrorize people. It would
be helpful if other patrolled the power grid,
other than our U.S. hunter-killer teams. And
that's what's happening now. And this fall
you'll see a lot of protective load, kind of
the guarding role, being taken off the shoul-
ders of U.S. troops and shared by coalition
forces.

But you know, you mentioned 100 days.
I want to put this in perspective. Saddam
Hussein had 12 years or so, or more, to hide
weapons and to fool the world. | say “12
years” because that’s really the timeframe
from '91, the last U.S. incursion, until today,
but no telling what he was doing prior to
'91. He has had years to terrorize people.
This is the guy, if you disagreed with him,
you're liable to be dead and your family
would be tortured as well or killed as well.

And so we're dealing with a mindset and
kind of a condition, an environment that has
been in place for a long time, and yet we've
only been there for 100 days. But we've done
a lot in 100. In other words, my expectations
aren’t the democracy will flourish after 100
days. Of course, my expectations were that—
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I wasn’t certain how long it was going to take
for us to do an incredibly difficult, complex
military operation. | knew that we had a good
plan, because General Franks told me we
had a good plan. But it happened a lot
quicker than I thought.

So | don't—my point is, | don’t tend to
put time, artificial timelines; | try to be real-
istic, however, about how long it takes to ac-
complish a complex mission.

Afghanistan/War on Terror

Q. Mr. President, I'd like to talk about Af-
ghanistan for a moment, formerly a hotbed
of terrorist activity, and the first country to
feel America’s wrath and compassion in the
war on terrorism after 9/11. But today, sig-
nificant numbers of U.S. troops are still there
helping to rebuild that country. My question
for you is, is there a timetable for when U.S.
forces will start to come home from there?
Or is Afghanistan tied to Irag?

The President. Well, listen, we've got
about 10,000 troops there, which is down
from, obviously, major combat operations.
And they're there to provide security, and
they're there to provide reconstruction help.
But both those functions are being gradually
replaced by other troops. Germany, for ex-
ample, is now providing the troops for ISAF,
which is the security force for Afghanistan
under NATO control. In other words, more
and more coalition forces and friends are be-
ginning to carry a lot of the burden in Af-
ghanistan.

We'll still have hunter-killer teams there
to chase down remnants of Taliban and Al
Qaida, because—we want, of course, Afghan-
istan to be a secure and democratic country.
And we want to use—now that we're locked
and loaded, as they say in the military, we
want to chase down those who could eventu-
ally come back and harm America.

In other words, Afghanistan and lrag—
they're linked. They're linked because
they’'re both integral theaters in the war on
terror. And a free Afghanistan and a free Iraq
will make America more secure, and that’s,
after all, the mission that we're after. Nine-
eleven taught us a lesson, that we’re vulner-
able, and 9/11 reminded me that my obliga-
tion as the Commander in Chief is to hunt
down an enemy and bring them to justice
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before they would ever harm America again.
And that's what we’re going to do, so long
as | am the President.

North Korea

Q. I'd like to go to the other side of the
world for a moment, if | could, to North
Korea.

The President. Yes.

Q. What is the status on their weapons
of mass destruction and their ability to use
them? And most specifically, how concerned
should U.S. forces in the Pacific theater be—
South Korea, Japan—that North Korea
would use nuclear weapons against them?

The President. Well, you know, we be-
lieve he has got a warhead. We know he’s
got rockets. And we know he’s a dangerous
man, and that’s why we take his threats seri-
ously. You know, the best thing to do, in my
judgment, is to convince others to join us
to convince Kim Chong-il to change his be-
havior.

In other words, we tried the bilateral ap-
proach, and it didn’t work because he didn’t
tell the truth. And so now our strategy is to
get the Chinese involved, which they are, and
to get the Russians involved and the Japanese
involved and the South Koreans involved, all
of us involved to tell Kim Chong-il that we
expect him to denuclearize the Korean Pe-
ninsula for the sake of peace. And that's
where we're headed.

I'd like to solve this diplomatically, and 1
believe we can. It's going to take a lot of
persuasion by countries besides the United
States to convince him. He loves the idea
of, you know, making people nervous and rat-
tling sabers and getting the world all anxious.
And my job is to tell others that let’s speak
with one voice and convince this man that
developing a nuclear weapon on the Korean
Peninsula is not in his interests.

Military Pay and Benefits/Military
Families

Q. I'd like to talk about people for a
minute. You've talked about them earlier,
and nobody knows better than you the sac-
rifices that our servicemembers are making
day in and day out on the war on terrorism,
whether it's Iraq, Afghanistan, here at home.
What can servicemembers look for in the way
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of benefits, pay, housing, health care, that
kind of thing, to repay them for their unself-
ish sacrifice to the Nation?

The President. When | first came in, |
made the commitment that help was on the
way. | said that during the campaign to the
military, help was on the way, and I've lived
up to that commitment.

Pay is going up. | think if you talk to the
servicemen, they do feel the pay increases
that we've—that | proposed and Congress
has passed. And when you couple that with
two significant tax cuts, our servicemen have
got more money in their pocket than before.

I ask the question all the time to troops.
I don't know if I got—I hope | get the
straight answer. You don’t know; it must be
a little awesome for a sergeant to talk to the
Commander in Chief.

Q. It's very awesome, sir. [Laughter]

The President. And | turn to the guy and
say, “Can you feel your pay raise?” And to
a person, the answer is yes, they feel their
pay raise, which is good. And that’s what |
want.

The other thing is that when you and I
first met at Fort Stewart, Georgia, | was
given a tour of substandard housing. And |
went back and talked to Don Rumsfeld about
that and said, “We've got to do something
about that.” Pay is one thing, and housing
is another. And both of them are compatible;
both of them are important for families in
the military.

And I think you'll find that we have—we’re
living up to our commitment to have a full-
scale housing program ongoing for our
troops. And the housing issue is getting a
lot—the housing condition is improving,
compared to the way it was in the past, and
so I'm mindful of it.

And health care is good for our troops. I
think, again, if you ask the troops—that’s who
| ask, and they tell me they're pleased with
the health care. And so the key is to continue
the progress that we've made about making
sure that the human condition in the military
is excellent.

Q. One final question, Mr. President. The
families of America’s fighting forces, they
make huge sacrifices in the name of freedom,
just like the servicemembers. You touched
on it earlier. You touched on it in your speech
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today. For months at a time, they give up
their servicemembers. They don’t know
where they are. They don’t hear from them.
They don’t know if they're safe. They don't
know if they’'re dead or alive. What message
do you have for the families today?

The President. Well, my message is that
what your loved one is doing is the right thing
for the country. We are called upon to de-
fend the United States of America. | take
that oath, and every soldier takes that oath.
And on 9/11, our world changed, and we real-
ized this country is vulnerable and we better
do something about it. And the best way to
secure the homeland is to get the enemy be-
fore he gets us. At least, that's my attitude.
And so, 1—first of all, the commitment that
their loved ones have made, the families of
the service ones have made, is in line with
this business about winning and fighting war.

Every person is a volunteer in our military.
They've chosen to defend the United States
of America. And therefore, they need to get
the best—if that’s their attitude, and they
made up their mind that's what they want
to do, then my job is to get them the best
equipment, the best pay, the best training
possible, so that if we ever have to send them
in, they’ll be able to do the job.

And 1 hope their loved ones understand
that, that this is a volunteer army and it re-
quires sacrifice. Look, I understand what it
must mean for the moms and dads and sons
and daughters to wonder about their loved
one. It must be a nerve-wracking experience.
On the other hand, it’s for a good cause.

I would tell you as well, as | think our
military does is—I'm going to tell you two
things | think the military does really well
that will hopefully give comfort to people.
One, there is a lot of communication that
takes place with troops overseas and their
loved ones at home. There are—there’s e-
mail efforts that go on, a lot of e-mail efforts.
In other words, there’s a capacity to commu-
nicate from afar, the likes of which our mili-
tary has never had.

Secondly, I have visited our wounded. One
of my jobs as the Commander in Chief is
to try to comfort those who grieve and to
comfort those who are wounded—those who
grieve as a result of loss of life, and those—
and to comfort those who have been wound-
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ed, and | do. I'm responsible for putting
them into combat, and | know that. And so
I go to hospitals on occasion, Walter Reed
or Bethesda.

Ours is a country that can take a young,
wounded soldier off the battlefield and have
him in the best care in a number of days.
I met many a troop that was wounded in Iraq
and 3 days later was at Bethesda Naval Hos-
pital getting the best possible treatment. And
to me that speaks volumes about the commit-
ment of our country to take care of our fight-
ers and our soldiers and marines and sailors
and airmen. If somebody gets hurt far from
home, we will deliver the best care in the
world in a rapid time. And | understand that
doesn’t replace an injured limb for a loved
one, but it certainly should say loud and clear
that this country cares deeply about those
who are willing to sacrifice on its behalf.

Q. Asyou say, sir, freedom isn't free.

The President. That's right.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, very much.
| really appreciate the time.

The President. You bet. Thank you, sir.
Good job.

NoTE: The interview began at 1:55 p.m. in Hangar
Five at the Marine Corps Air Station in Miramar,
CA, for later broadcast, and the transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 18. In his remarks, the President referred
to former President Saddam Hussein of Irag; Gen.
Tommy R. Franks, USA (Ret.), former combatant
commander, U.S. Central Command; and Chair-
man Kim Chong-il of North Korea. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Statement on Signing the Higher
Education Relief Opportunities for
Students Act of 2003

August 18, 2003

Today, | have signed into law H.R. 1412,
the “Higher Education Relief Opportunities
for Students Act of 2003.” This Act permits
the Secretary of Education to waive or mod-
ify Federal student financial assistance pro-
gram requirements to help students and their
families or academic institutions affected by
a war, other military operation, or national
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emergency. The executive branch shall con-
strue section 2(c) in a manner consistent with
the President’s authority under the Rec-
ommendations Clause of the Constitution to
submit for the consideration of the Congress
such measures as the President shall judge
necessary or expedient.

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 18, 2003.

NoTe: H.R. 1412, approved August 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108-76.

Memorandum on Resumption of U.S.
Drug Interdiction Assistance to the
Government of Colombia

August 18, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-32

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Resumption of U.S. Drug
Interdiction Assistance to the Government of
Colombia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as
amended (22 U.S.C. section 2291-4), | here-
by certify, with respect to Colombia, that: (1)
interdiction of aircraft reasonably suspected
to be primarily engaged in illicit drug traf-
ficking in that country’s airspace is necessary
because of the extraordinary threat posed by
illicit drug trafficking to the national security
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect
against innocent loss of life in the air and
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed
against the aircraft.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register and to notify the Congress
of this determination.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 22, 2003]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 19, and it
was published in the Federal Register on August
25.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters in Crawford, Texas

August 19, 2003

Proposed Energy Legislation/Power
Blackout

The President. Good morning, every-
body. How are you? Last night | talked to
Pete Domenici and Billy Tauzin. Pete is the
chairman of the Senate committee dealing
with energy and Billy is the chairman of the
House committee dealing with energy. Pete
believes they can get the conference up and
running in 20 days to deal with this very im-
portant energy bill. Both Members are very
optimistic about reaching agreement, obvi-
ously, on infrastructure modernization but,
as importantly, other issues related to energy.

One thing is for certain. There is—very
confident they’ll have mandatory reliability
standards in the energy bill. What that means
is that companies transmitting energy will
have to have strong reliability measures in
place; otherwise, there will be a consequence
for them. There will be incentives in the new
bill to encourage investment in energy infra-
structure.

So I'm very pleased with the attitude of
the two Members, their desire to get a bill
done quickly and get it to my desk. | have
been calling for an energy bill for a long time.
And now is the time for the Congress to
move and get something done.

I also talked to Energy Secretary Abraham.
Tomorrow the joint inquiry with the Cana-
dians will begin. I don’t know how long it’s
going to take to find out what went wrong,
but I know it’s not going to take long to get
the meeting started to determine what went
wrong.

I'll answer a couple of questions; then I've
got to get moving.
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Former Vice President Taha Yasin
Ramadan of Iraq

Q. They've just captured Saddam’s Vice
President. Does that give you hope that we're
closer to catching Saddam?

The President. Well, 1 don’'t know the
facts of where he was, what was going on.
I'm really pleased that we've captured the
Vice President. Slowly but surely, we’ll find
who we need to find. It's just a matter of
time. Listen, we've got a lot of brave people
doing a lot of hard work in Irag. And it's—
because Iraq was terrorized and dominated
by a dictator, it's going to take a while to
get this country to understand what's nec-
essary to be a free country. But we’ll find
him, and we’ll bring him to justice.

Stevenson [Richard Stevenson, New York
Times].

Proposed Energy Legislation

Q. Sir, | realize it's early to find out what
went on with the blackout, but do you know
enough at this point to be able to say whether
there’s anything new or different that you
would like in the energy bill beyond what
you proposed——

The President. Well, listen, | thought the
energy bill was very comprehensive. We par-
ticularly liked the House—a lot of the House
bill. The Senate, as you know, in order to
get out of town, expedited a piece of legisla-
tion. The House bill is a very comprehensive
bill. And I'm confident the two bodies can
work out differences. If they do what's in
the—if they do what’s in the House bill, for
example, and what’s in the—a lot in the Sen-
ate bill, we’'ll get us a good bill.

Situation in the Middle East

Q. Sir, the cease-fire by the Palestinians
runs out in a few weeks. Do you think it
should be extended, and why?

The President. Well, you know, look,
here’s my view on cease-fires and—I'm
happy there’s calm, and I think that’s impor-
tant. But the most important thing is to—
for the parties that care for their—for peace
to dismantle terrorist organizations that want
to kill. That's how we're going to achieve a
peaceful settlement in the Middle East.
Calm is good. The fact that people aren’t
dying is good. But the ultimate solution—
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and this can happen quickly, in my judg-
ment—is to find those who would—who be-
lieve killing is the best approach to dealing
with the very difficult problems in the Mid-
dle East.

Q. Sir, Israel has kind of eased off of their
request for actual dismantling the terrorists,
and they’re putting their faith in the Pales-
tinian Authority to contain these guys. Do
you have——

The President. | don’t want to put words
in the Israelis’ mouth, but I can assure you
that they're interested in dismantling organi-
zations such as Hamas.

Q. But do you think that the Palestinian
Authority right now can contain these——

The President. | think that the Palestinian
Authority needs to continue to work with the
United States and others who are interested
in dismantling terrorist organizations and ask
for the help necessary so they can go and
do what they need to do, which is dismantle
and destroy organizations which are inter-
ested in killing innocent lives in order to pre-
vent a peace process from going forward.

Tax Cuts/National Economy

Q. Mr. President, your budget director
gave an interview to the Wall Street Journal
suggesting that there won’t be any corporate
tax cuts to deal with this World Trade Orga-
nization trade dispute—about $100 billion in
tax cuts making its way through Congress.
Are we done with tax cuts for the foreseeable
future?

The President. Well, we’ll see. As | said
the other day, as we stand right now, | be-
lieve the tax relief packages we have in place
are doing their job. But I'm a flexible person.
I want to make sure that the conditions for
economic growth and vitality are strong. But
we’ll take a look and see. I'm pleased the
markets have responded. I'm pleased that
there’s economic vitality and growth. But
until everybody finds a job who wants one—
today—and can't find one, is able to work,
then I'm going to continue working on the
economy.

Coalition Operations in Iraq
Q. Sir, given the decreasing likelihood of

there being another United Nations resolu-
tion on Iraq, should the American people be
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prepared for a longer and larger deployment
of American forces there?

The President. Well, one of the things
that’s happening is that international forces
are now coming into lrag. There’s a signifi-
cant reconstruction effort going on in which
other nations besides the United States and
our initial coalition partners are participating.

In other words, there is an international
effort going on that will help Iraq reconstruct
itself and help Iraq develop into a peaceful,
democratic country. And that’s in our coun-
try’s interest, that Irag become a peaceful,
free, democratic country. Part of the war on
terror is to promote freedom in the Middle
East. | like to remind people that a free Iraq
will no longer serve as a haven for terrorists
or as a place for terrorists to get money or
arms. A free Irag will make the Middle East
a more peaceful place, and a peaceful Middle
East is important to the security of the
United States.

Listen, I've got to go. Thank you. I hope
you all have a wonderful morning.

First Lady Laura Bush/President’s
Vacation

Q. How’s the First Lady?

The President. She’s great. Thanks. She
actually suggested maybe bringing the press
corps out to the ranch. Her idea.

Q. Good idea.

The President. What?

Q. Good idea.

The President. Well—

Q. What is she keeping busy with?

The President. You know, she's—you’ll
see, if you ever get out there, that she’s got
a lot of wildflowers. And she’s restoring a lot
of the area around the house, the native
grasses. By the way, we've got quail back—
bobwhite quail has now returned around our
house. It wasn’t there when we first bought
the place. And because the grasses have been
restored, we've got a nice little family of
bobwhites. It’s a fantastic experience to hear
them call in the morning.

My friend Blossman caught about a 6-
pound bass yesterday. So the bass are grow-
ing, and they're getting healthy. Life out
there at the ranch is just fine. It gets a little
toasty about 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon,
though.
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Thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 6:40 a.m. at the
Fina gas station. In his remarks, he referred to
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag. A re-
porter referred to Office and Management and
Budget Director Joshua B. Bolten. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on the Bombing of the
United Nations Headquarters in
Baghdad, Iraq, in Crawford

August 19, 2003

Today in Baghdad, terrorists turned their
violence against the United Nations. The
U.N. personnel and Iraqi citizens killed in
the bombing were in that country on a purely
humanitarian mission. Men and women in
the targeted building were working on recon-
struction, medical care for Iragis. They were
there to help with the distribution of food.
A number have been killed or injured. And
to those who suffer, | extend the sympathy
of the American people.

A short time ago, | spoke with Ambassador
Bremer and directed him to provide all pos-
sible assistance to the rescue and recovery
effort at the United Nations headquarters.
I also spoke to Secretary-General Kofi Annan
about the personal loss the U.N. has suffered,
about the assistance my country has offered,
and about the vital work in Irag that con-
tinues.

The terrorists who struck today have again
shown their contempt for the innocent. They
showed their fear of progress and their ha-
tred of peace. They are the enemies of the
Iraqgi people. They are the enemies of every
nation that seeks to help the Iragi people.
By their tactics and their targets, these mur-
derers reveal themselves once more as en-
emies of the civilized world.

Every sign of progress in Irag adds to the
desperation of the terrorists and the rem-
nants of Saddam’s brutal regime. The civ-
ilized world will not be intimidated, and
these killers will not determine the future
of Irag. The Iraqi people have been liberated
from a dictator. Iraq is on a irreversible
course toward self-government and peace.
And America and our friends in the United
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Nations will stand with the Iraqi people as
they reclaim their Nation and their future.

Iragi people face a challenge, and they
face a choice. The terrorists want to return
to the days of torture chambers and mass
graves. The Iragis who want peace and free-
dom must reject them and fight terror. And
the United States and many in the world will
be there to help them.

All nations of the world face a challenge
and a choice. By attempting to spread chaos
and fear, terrorists are testing our will. Across
the world, they are finding that our will can-
not be shaken. We will persevere through
every hardship. We will continue this war on
terror until the killers are brought to justice,
and we will prevail.

May God bless the souls who have been
harmed in Iraq. Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. at the
Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to L.
Paul Bremer 111, Presidential Envoy to Iraq; Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Nations;
and former President Saddam Hussein of Irag.

Statement on the Death of United
Nations Special Representative for
Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello

August 19, 2003

I was deeply saddened to hear of Sergio
Vieira de Mello’s death at the hand of terror-
ists in Iraq. Special Representative Vieira de
Mello committed his life to advancing the
cause of human rights, most recently as U.N.
High Commissioner for Human Rights.
When Secretary-General Annan asked him
to take a leave of absence from those duties
to work in Irag, he agreed without hesitation.
Just as he selflessly coordinated international
efforts in East Timor and Kosovo, Mr. de
Mello was helping the Iragi people move
down the path towards a democratic country
governed by the rule of law. My deepest con-
dolences go to his family and to the people
of Brazil, who have lost one of their finest
public servants.

1085

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Luncheon in Portland, Oregon
August 21, 2003

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please
be seated. Thanks for the warm welcome and
the cool day. It seems the temperature is a
little better here than it is in Crawford.
[Laughter] But I want to thank you all for
coming. | am so honored that we have set
a record today, a record fundraiser, which
indicates the depth of support here in Or-
egon, for which I am most grateful. 1 want
to thank you for what you have done; I want
to thank you for what you're going to do,
which is to energize the grassroots all across
this important State, to put up the signs and
to mail out the mailers, but most importantly,
to remind people that | have a vision that
includes everybody, a vision that is hopeful
and optimistic, a vision that believes in the
best of America.

I want you to know that I'm getting ready
for the coming campaign. I'm loosening up.
[Laughter] But there’s going to be ample
time for politics, because I've got a job to
do. I got a lot on the agenda. But I want
you to know that I will continue to work hard
to earn the confidence of every American by
keeping this Nation secure and strong and
prosperous and free.

My main regret for coming here is the fact
that I’'m not traveling with the First Lady.
She is a great First Lady. I love her dearly.
I’'m proud to call her wife, and | already miss
her. But she’s in San Antonio, Texas, today.
She’s honoring a friend of ours, and she’s
working on a library event. But I'll be with
her on the ranch Friday night and continuing
our period of relaxation before we get back
to the Nation’s Capital. But it's a great com-
fort to have her by my side.

I'm also proud to call Gordon Smith
friend. He's a great United States Senator.
And | appreciate so much working with my
friend Congressman Greg Walden as well.
After this event here, we're going to a dif-
ferent part of your beautiful State to talk
about a Healthy Forest Initiative, a common-
sense policy to do everything we can to thin
out the forest beds so that we can prevent
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the catastrophic forest fires that seem to be
occurring all over the West. I'm proud to
have two commonsense conservatives with
whom | can work to bring some sense to the
forest policy of the United States of America.

I thank my friend Mercer Reynolds from
Cincinnati, Ohio, who is with us today. He’s
the national finance chairman for this cam-
paign. | appreciate Bill McCormick, who is
the Oregon State chairman for the Bush-
Cheney 2004 campaign. Sorry we're not
using your restaurant. | appreciate Kevin
Mannix, who is the chairman of the Repub-
lican Party here in the State of Oregon.

It was such an honor to be able to shake
hands once again with a fine American, a
great Oregonian, Senator Mark Hatfield. |
appreciate you coming, Senator.

I want to thank so very much the leader-
ship of the University of Portland for opening
up this beautiful campus. But most of all,
I want to thank you all for coming. I'm proud
to have you as supporters. I'm proud that
we’re on the same team, working hard to do
what’s right for America.

See, | ran for office to solve problems, not
to pass them on to future Presidents and fu-
ture generations. I'm serving to seize oppor-
tunities, and that’s what we're doing. | be-
lieve you can tell your neighbor that this ad-
ministration is meeting the tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.
We've captured or killed many key leaders
of the Al Qaida network, and the rest of them
know we’re on their trail. In Afghanistan and
Irag, we gave ultimatums to terror regimes.
Those regimes chose defiance, and those re-
gimes are no more. Thanks to the United
States of America and friends, 50 million
people in those 2 countries once lived under
tyranny, and today they live in freedom.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased
the defense budget to prepare for the threats
of a new era. And today, no one in the world
can question the skill and the strength and
the spirit of the United States military.

Two-and-a-half years ago, as Gordon men-
tioned, we inherited an economy in reces-
sion. And then we had attacks on our country
and scandals in corporate America as well
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as a war, which affected—all affected the
people’s confidence. But we acted. We took
action. We passed tough new laws to hold
corporate criminals to account. And to get
the economy going again, | have twice led
the United States Congress to pass historic
tax relief for the American people.

Here’s what | believe, and here’s what |
know, that when Americans have more take-
home pay to spend, to save, to invest, the
whole economy will grow, and people are
more likely to find a job.

I also understand whose money we spend
in Washington, DC. It's not the Govern-
ment’s money. It's the people’s money.
We're returning more money to the people
to help them raise their families. We're re-
ducing taxes on dividends and capital gains
to encourage investment. We're giving small
businesses incentives to expand and to hire
new people. With all these actions, we are
laying the foundations for greater prosperity
and more jobs across America so that every
single person in this country—every per-
son—has a chance to realize the American
Dream.

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn’t much action in Washington, DC, so
| called for and the Congress passed the No
Child Left Behind Act. With a solid bipar-
tisan majority, we delivered the most dra-
matic education reform in a generation.
We’'re bringing high standards and strong ac-
countability measures to every public school
in America. In return for Federal dollars, we
now expect every school to teach the basics
of reading and math. This administration is
finally challenging the soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations. The days of excuse-making are
over. We now expect results in every class-
room so that not one single child in America
is left behind.

We reorganized the Government and cre-
ated a Department of Homeland Security to
better safeguard our borders and ports and
to protect the American people. We passed
trade promotion authority to open new mar-
kets for Oregon’s farmers and ranchers and
entrepreneurs and manufacturers. We
passed budget agreements that is helping to
maintain much needed spending discipline
in Washington, DC. On issue after issue, this
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administration has acted on principle, has
kept its word, and has made progress for the
American people.

And the United States Congress shares in
this credit. I've got a great relationship with
Speaker Denny Hastert and Majority Leader
Bill Frist. | appreciate being able to work
with them and, as | mentioned, Greg and
Gordon. We'll continue to work hard to try
to change the tone in Washington, DC, to
focus on results, not petty politics.

And those are the kind of people I've at-
tracted to my administration. | have assem-
bled a great team of people to serve the
American people. People in my administra-
tion are results-oriented people. They asked
the question, what'’s best for the American
people? And they're doing a great job. There
has been no finer Vice President of the
United States than Dick Cheney. Mother
may have a different opinion. [Laughter]

In 2%> years, we've come far. In 2%z years,
we’ve done a lot. But the work is only begin-
ning. | have set great goals worthy of a great
nation. First, America is committed to ex-
panding the realm of freedom and peace for
our own security and for the benefit of the
world. And second, in our own country, we
must work for a society of prosperity and
compassion, so that every citizen has a
chance to work and to succeed and to realize
the great promise of this country.

It is clear that the future of freedom and
peace depend on the actions of America. This
Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s de-
fender, and we welcome—we welcome—this
charge of history, and we are keeping it. Our
war on terror continues. The enemies of free-
dom are not idle, and neither are we. This
country will not rest; we will not tire; we will
not stop until this danger to civilization is
removed.

Yet our national interest involves more
than eliminating aggressive threats to our
safety. Our greatest security comes from the
advance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror. Free nations do
not attack their neighbors, and free nations
do not threaten the world with weapons of
mass terror. Americans believe that freedom
is the deepest need and hope of every human
heart. And we believe that freedom is the
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right of every person, and we believe that
freedom is the future of every nation.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world. When
we see disease and starvation and hopeless
poverty, we will not turn away. On the con-
tinent of Africa, this great, strong, and com-
passionate Nation is bringing the healing
power to medicine to millions of men and
women and children now suffering with
AIDS. This great land, America, is leading
the world in the incredibly important work
of human rescue.

We face challenges at home as well, and
our actions will prove that we're equal to
those challenges. | understand there’s a lot
of people hurting in the State of Oregon.
Your unemployment rate is too high. I will
continue to try to create the conditions nec-
essary for job creation, so long as there’s any-
body who's looking for work.

And we have a duty as well to keep our
commitment to America’s seniors by
strengthening and modernizing Medicare.
The Congress took historic action to improve
the lives of older Americans. For the first
time—for the first time—since the creation
of Medicare, the House and the Senate have
passed reforms to make the system work bet-
ter, to give our seniors more choices, and
to provide coverage of prescription drugs. It's
now time for both Houses to iron out their
differences and to get a bill to my desk as
soon as possible, so that we can say to our
seniors of today and those of us who are
going to be seniors tomorrow, we have kept
our commitment in Washington, DC.

And for the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. People
who have been harmed by a bad doctor de-
serve their day in court, yet the system
should not reward lawyers who are fishing
for rich settlements. Because frivolous law-
suits drive up the cost of health care, they
affect the Federal budget. Medical liability
reform, therefore, is a national issue that re-
quires a national solution. The House of Rep-
resentatives have passed a good piece of leg-
islation. The bill is stuck in the United States
Senate. The Senate must act on behalf of
the people. They must understand that no



1088

one has ever been healed by a frivolous or
junk lawsuit. If Gordon has his way, he would
unstick it in the Senate.

I have a responsibility as your President
to make sure the judicial system runs well,
and | have met that duty. |1 have nominated
superb men and women for the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law, not
legislate from the bench. Yet, some Members
of the United States Senate are trying to keep
my nominees off the bench by blocking up-
or-down votes. Every judicial nominee de-
serves a fair hearing and an up-or-down vote
on the Senate floor. It is time for some of
the Members of the United States Senate to
stop playing politics with American justice.

The Congress needs to complete work on
a comprehensive energy plan. We had a good
bill pass the House, bill pass the Senate. They
need to come together and get an energy
plan, an energy bill to my desk as soon as
possible, an energy bill which will encourage
the modernization of the electricity infra-
structure of America. |1 have proposed such
a plan. We need an energy bill that will en-
courage energy efficiency and promote con-
servation, an energy bill which will encourage
the use of technologies to help us explore
for energy in environmentally sensitive ways.
For the sake of economic security, for the
sake of national security, this Nation must
become less dependent on foreign sources
of energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism, which means we'll
apply the best and most innovative ideas to
the task of helping our fellow citizens who
hurt or fellow citizens in need.

There are still millions of men and women
in our country who want to end their depend-
ence on Government and to become inde-
pendent through work. We must build on the
success of welfare reform to bring work and
dignity into the lives of more of our fellow
citizens.

Congress should complete the “Citizen
Service Act” to encourage more Americans
to serve their communities and their country.
Both Houses should finally reach agreement
on my Faith-Based Initiative to support the
armies of compassion that are mentoring our
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children, who are caring for the homeless,
that offer hope to the addicted. This Nation
of ours should not be fearful of faith. We
ought to welcome faith to help solve many
of the Nation’s seemingly intractable prob-
lems.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence
and dignity that come from ownership. My
administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society all across Amer-
ica. We want more people owning a home.
We have a minority homeownership gap in
America. | have laid before Congress a plan
to solve it. We want people owning their own
health care plan. We want people owning and
managing their own retirement accounts.
And we want more people owning a small
business because, you see, we understand
that when a person owns something, he or
she has a vital stake in the future of the
United States of America.

In a compassionate society, people respect
one another, and they take responsibility for
the decisions they make. You know, it seems
like to me, I'm confident—not just seems
like, I am confident that we're changing the
culture of America from one that has said,
“If it feels good, just go ahead and do it,”
and “If you've got a problem, blame some-
body else,” to a culture in which each of us
understands that we are responsible for the
decisions we make in life.

If you are fortunate enough to be a mom
or a dad, you're responsible for loving your
child with all your heart and all your soul.
If you're concerned about the quality of the
education in your community, you’re respon-
sible for doing something about it. If you're
a CEO in America, you're responsible for
telling the truth to your shareholders and
your employees. And in this new responsi-
bility society, each of us are responsible for
loving our neighbor just like we'd like to be
loved ourselves.

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us, particularly
after September the 11th, 2001. Shortly after
September the 11th, | started what's called
the USA Freedom Corps to encourage
Americans to extend a compassionate hand
to somebody who hurts. And the response
has been terrific. Our faith-based groups and
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our charities are vibrant and strong, because
people understand it's important to serve
something greater than yourself in life. After
all, that's what policemen and firefighters
and people who wear our Nation’s uniform
remind us on a daily basis. Our children once
again believe in heroes because they see
them every day in America.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of America.
I've been privileged to see the compassion
and the character of the American people.
All the tests of the last 2%> years have come
to the right nation. We're a strong country,
and we use that strength to defend the peace.
We're an optimistic country, confident in
ourselves and in ideals bigger than ourselves.

Abroad, we seek to lift whole nations by
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift
up lives by spreading opportunity to every
corner of this country. This is the work that
history has set before us. We welcome it. And
we know that for our country and for our
cause, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in the
Chiles Center at the University of Portland. In
his remarks, he referred to former Senator Mark
O. Hatfield of Oregon.

Remarks in Redmond, Oregon
August 21, 2003

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you.
You know you're in a pretty good country
when you see a lot of cowboy hats out in
the crowd—[laughter]—and when you got
horses guarding the perimeter.

Thank you for your hospitality. It is like
home, except the temperature seems to be
a little cooler and a little more hospitable.
But thanks for your hospitality. I'm thrilled
to be in Deschutes County, Oregon. I've
been planning to come for a while. I'm sad
that | had to come to see another forest fire.

We just toured two fires that are burning
in the area. It’s hard to describe to our fellow
citizen what it means to see a fire like we
saw. It's the holocaust; it's devastating. We
saw the big flames jumping from treetop to
treetop, which reminds me about the brave
men and women, what they have to face
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when they go in to fight the fires. I first want
to start by thanking those who put their lives
at risk to protect our communities, to protect
our people, to protect our national treasures,
the U.S. forests. | appreciate our firefighters.
All those firefighters know something that
I've come to realize, that we can thin our
forests, that we can use commonsense policy
to make the fires burn less hot and protect
our forests.

And that’s what | want to talk about here.
Before | do so, | want to thank Secretary
Ann Veneman, Secretary Gale Norton for
doing a fine job on behalf of all Americans.
I want you to notice that these two ladies
are from the West. | appreciate Dale
Bosworth, who's the Chief of the U.S. Forest
Service. | also want to thank Leslie Weldon.
Where are you, Leslie? Where? Oh, hi, Les-
lie. Thank you. Leslie is the Forest Super-
visor of the Deschutes National Forest. She
was our tour guide. She is a dedicated profes-
sional, just like the people she works with
from the U.S. Forest Service. | want to thank
those who work for the U.S. Forest Service,
for the BLM, for serving your Nation in the
communities in which you live. | appreciate
the hard work you put in. | appreciate your
dedication to the preservation and conserva-
tion of one of the greatest assets the United
States has, which is our land and our forests.

I appreciate your Governor, Governor
Kulongoski, who came with me today. I'm
honored that he is here. It should say loud
and clear to everybody that preserving and
protecting our forests is not a political issue.
It is not a partisan issue. It is a practical issue
that we must come together and solve. So
I’'m very honored that the Governor is here.

I’'m also honored to be with the two mem-
bers of the legislative branch of our Govern-
ment in Washington, DC—a great United
States Senator, Gordon Smith, and a great
Congressman, Greg Walden. | appreciate
being able to work with these two fine men.
You've just got to know they represent your
interests well. They're constantly talking
about the people of Oregon. Every time I'm
around them, they bring you up. They say,
“Let's have some commonsense policy in
Washington, DC, to help people help them-
selves in our State. That’s all we want. We
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just want the Federal Government to re-
spond in a responsible way.” And that’s what
we're here to talk about, how best to be able
to do that.

I don’t know if you know this, but today
are the Waldens’ 21st anniversary. Congratu-
lations to you both. Eileen must be a patient
soul—[laughter]—kind of like Laura. We
both married above ourselves, Congressman.
[Laughter]

Laura sends her love and her best, by the
way. She’s still in Texas and wasn’t able to
travel today, but I wish she could come and
see how beautiful this country is. See, we
both grew up in the desert of west Texas.
This is really a beautiful part of the world.

I appreciate the mayors who are here
today, Mayor Unger of Redmond, Mayor
Teater of Bend, Mayor Allen, Mayor
Uffelman, Mayor Elliott. | thank the mayors
and the local authorities who have taken time
to come and give me a chance to visit with
you. | appreciate your service to your com-
munities. 1 think mayor is a little tougher
than being President because you've got to
make sure the potholes are all full and the
garbage is collected. [Laughter]

I appreciate Garland Brunoe, who is the
Chairman of the Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs, and | want to thank all the
tribal members who are here with us today
as well.

Today when | landed, | had the honor of
meeting a fellow named Curtis Hardy. Curtis
is sitting right there. The interesting thing
about Curtis is, he’s volunteered 5,000 hours
over the last 10 years to the Deschutes Na-
tional Forest. | asked Leslie if he was doing
any good. [Laughter] She said, “Absolutely.”
She says it's people like Curtis Hardy that
make her job easier. It’s very important for
people to know that they can take time out
of their lives, if they care about their beau-
tiful surroundings, and make a positive, sig-
nificant difference. Curtis is doing that. Cur-
tis, thank you for setting such a good exam-
ple, and | appreciate your service.

Ann was right: 1 was here a year ago. Un-
fortunately, when | came a year ago, | wit-
nessed the effects of fires. | saw the Biscuit
fire and the Squires Peak fire. Both of them
were devastating forest fires. They destroyed
buildings and homes, changed lives. They de-
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stroyed natural resources. The Biscuit fire
alone scorched nearly half a million acres,
cost more than $150 million. It burned down
over a dozen homes. You know, anytime our
communities face the devastation of wildfire,
it really does test the character of the people.
For those whose lives have been deeply af-
fected and probably will be affected by this
fire, we send our sympathies, and we wish
God’s blessings on their families.

The Federal Government can help. We
will give grants, and the FEMA grants, all
the SBA loans, the different things that hap-
pen when there’s an emergency. | can assure
you, Gordon and Greg will be all over us
to make sure we appropriate the proper
money to spend.

But the Government has got to do more
than just spend money. | mean, we’ll spend
it, but we've got to effect wise policy, it seems
like to me. I mean, how often—we write
checks a lot on firefighting, and we’ll con-
tinue to do that. But it seems like to me we
ought to put a strategy in place to reduce
the amount of money that we have to spend
on emergency basis by managing our forests
in a better, more commonsensical way.

The forest policy—the conditions of our
forests didn’t happen overnight. The experts
who know something about forests will tell
you that the condition, the overgrown and
unhealthy condition, of a lot of our forest
land happened over a century. It's taken a
while for this situation to evolve. It may inter-
est you to know that today there’s 190 million
acres of forests and woodlands around the
country which are vulnerable to catastrophic
fire because of brush and small trees that
have been collecting for literally decades. A
problem that has taken a long time to de-
velop is going to take a long time to solve.
So what we're going to talk about today is
the beginnings of a solution. But we've got
to get after it now. We have a problem in
Oregon and around our country that we must
start solving.

You see, the undergrowth issue, the prob-
lem of too much undergrowth, creates the
conditions for unbelievably hot fires. These
forest firefighters will tell you that these hot
fires that literally explode the big trees can
be somewhat mitigated by clearing out the
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undergrowth. And by the way, the under-
growth chokes off nutrients from older trees.
It makes our forests more susceptible to dis-
ease. We got a problem. It’s time to deal with
the problem. And that’s what we're going to
talk about.

Before | talk about the solutions, | do want
people to understand that if you are con-
cerned about the endangered species, then
you need to be concerned about catastrophic
fire. Fires destroy the animals which, obvi-
ously, live amidst the raging fire. If you're
concerned about old growth, large stands of
timber, then you better be worried about the
conditions that create devastating fires. The
worst thing that can happen to old stands
of timber is these fires. They destroy the big
trees. They're so explosive in nature that
hardly any tree can survive. We saw that with
our own eyes, choppering in here. Thinning
underbrush makes sense, makes sense to save
our species. It makes sense—of animals. It
makes sense to save the big stands of trees.

You know, what I'm telling you about a
strategy to deal with our forests to make
them healthy is not something that was in-
vented in Washington, DC. It's the collective
wisdom of scientists, wildlife biologists, for-
estry professionals, and as importantly, the
men and women who risk their life on an
annual basis to fight fires. That's who I've
been listening to.

Our administration is taking their advice.
Congress needs to take their advice. Con-
gress needs to listen to the—[applause]. So
having listened and realized that we've got
a problem, I've proposed a Healthy Forest
Initiative. And | proposed it right here in Or-
egon one year ago. At my direction, the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Chairman of the Council
on Environmental Quality, Connaughton,
who is here with us today, on my staff—these
three—that’s why they're here, by the way.
| want you to look at them. They are respon-
sible for putting this initiative into place.

Their job is to cut through bureaucratic
redtape to complete urgently needed
thinning projects. That was the first task |
gave them. We're going to focus on areas
where thinning is the most critical, where the
damage can be most severe by—caused by
fires. We're working with the Western Gov-
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ernors Association to determine projects of
the highest priority in each State. In other
words, we're setting priorities, and we're get-
ting after it.

We are speeding up the process of envi-
ronmental assessments and consultations re-
quired by law. Look, we want people to have
input. If somebody has got a different point
of view, we need to hear it. This is America.
We expect to hear people’s different points
of view in this country. But we want people
to understand that we’re talking about the
health of our forests, and if there’s a high
priority, we need to get after it before the
forests burn and people lose life.

We're expediting the administrative ap-
peals process so that disputes over thinning
projects are resolved more quickly. We want
to hear people. We want them to have a point
of view. We want to save our forests, too.
That's what we want to do here in America.
We want to deal with the problem. Nobody’s
to blame. The problem has existed for years.
Now let us be the ones who start solving the
problem. And that’s what I'm going to ask
Congress to do when they come back.

Our approach relies on the experience and
judgment and hard work of local people.
Metolius Conservation Area is such an exam-
ple. Leslie was describing it to me. The
Friends of the Metolius, a conservation
group, came to the Forest Service with an
interesting idea. What I'm about to tell you
is called a collaborative effort—to do some
commonsense things in our forests to protect
them and protect the communities around
the forests.

So these good folks came and said, “Look,
why don’t we set up some sample plots in
the Deschutes Forest to be treated with
thinning and burning and mowing and to
leave some of the plots untreated, so people
can see the difference between a treated plot
and an untreated plot, to kind of break
through the myths, the mythology, the propa-
ganda of what it means to protect our for-
ests?” And the Forest Service agreed, and
they worked together, and they shared costs.
And thousands have now come and have seen
good forest management practices in place.
They've seen what is possible to do. And |
want to thank the folks for working hard in
a collaborative way to share your wisdom and
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your hard work, to help educate our fellow
citizens about the realities of what we're talk-
ing about when it comes to maintaining a
healthy forest.

Bill Anthony is not with us today—I think
he’s fighting the fires—deserves a lot of cred-
it for this program, as does Leslie. They're
in the process, by the way, of treating 12,500
acres—additional 12,500 acres. | want to
thank the Friends of the Metolius. | want
to thank the local citizenry here for doing
what is right. Ranger Bill says community
participation has been critical to the success
of the project, and that’s the kind of initia-
tives we like and want. We want initiatives
where the Federal Government works close-
ly with the State government, with commu-
nity groups, conservation groups, local peo-
ple, in order to do what is right for our coun-
try and our States. You see, there’s too much
confrontation when it comes to environ-
mental policy. There’s too much zero-sum
thinking. What we need is cooperation, not
confrontation.

| appreciate the stewardship contracting
programs that will be going on. | hope you
do, as well. You see, the thinning projects
that are going to go forward should help
some of these local communities that hurt.
And by the way, I fully understand Oregon’s
unemployment issue. It's the highest in the
Nation. I'm sorry it's the way it is. There are
some things we can do to help people. We
want people working. We want people to
have food on the table.

Stewardship  contracting—what  that
means is, is that private organizations or busi-
nesses will be able to do the necessary
thinning, and they’ll be able to remove small
trees and undergrowth, and they’ll be able
to keep part of what they remove as partial
payment. That seems to make sense to me.
First of all, somebody’s working. It seems like
the taxpayers come out okay. After all, if
you're able to keep some of the thinning,
which protects our forests, as part of the pay-
ment, it's a—takes a little load off the tax-
payer. The local community’s tax base will
get better when somebody spends the money
they make from thinning the projects, and
the forests are more healthy. Stewardship
contracting makes sense. It’s an integral part
of our plan.
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I'll give you a quick report. The Healthy
Forests Initiative is producing results. Last
year, we treated 2% million acres of over-
grown forests. By the end of the fiscal year
in September, we will have treated more
than 2.6 million acres of forest and range-
land. We're slowly but surely getting after
it, as we say in Crawford, Texas. We're begin-
ning to deal with the problem that we've—
that will help make the country, by solving
the problem, a better place.

This year alone, we'll spend more than $43
million of forest treatment projects here in
the State of Oregon. And as we go forward
with the Healthy Forests Initiative, if we can
ever get it authorized by Congress, |1 look
forward to working with the appropriators,
working with Gordon and Greg, to get the
projects funded. We just don’t want the ini-
tiative authorized; we want the initiative
funded so we can solve the problem.

But the initiative I've laid out is one step.
Congress needs to act. People ought to un-
derstand up there in Washington that—or
over there in Washington, way over there in
Washington—[laughter]—that current law
makes it too difficult to expedite the thinning
of forests because it allows the litigation
process to delay progress and projects for
years and years. That’s the problem. And
those delays, the endless litigation delays, en-
danger the health of our forests and the safe-
ty of too many of our communities.

So I've asked Congress to fix the problem.
Gordon and Greg are working hard to fix the
problem. The law called the “Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act” would bring govern-
ment and communities together to select
high-priority projects relevant to local needs.
In other words, it's part of the prioritization
of what | just described to you earlier. It
would also direct courts to consider the long-
term threats to forest health that could result
if thinning projects are delayed. In other
words, it says, “We have a national goal to
protect our—one of our finest assets, and
that is our forests. And therefore, you—Mr.
Judge, make sure you understand that a
healthy forest is a part of your consideration
when you're listening to these appeals.”

The legislation makes forest health the pri-
ority, a high priority, when courts are forced
to resolve disputes. And it places reasonable



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Aug. 21

time limits on litigation after the public has
had an opportunity to comment and a deci-
sion has been made. Congress must move
forward with this bill. It's a good, common-
sense piece of legislation that will make our
forests more healthy, that will protect old-
growth stands, that will make it more likely
endangered species will exist, that will pro-
tect our communities, that will make it easier
for people to enjoy living on the edges of
our national forests.

The House of Representatives passed the
bill—and | appreciate your good work, Greg.
The Agriculture Committee has agreed on
a bill. The Agriculture Committee agreed on
a bill, and when the Senate returns, they
need to pass the healthy forests legislation
and get it to my desk.

The administration is also working to help
communities of this region by implementing
the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan. This plan
was designed to protect wildlife and to sup-
port a viable woods-products industry in the
Northwest. It was designed, obviously, be-
fore I arrived in Washington. It's a good plan.
It makes a lot of sense. It was a plan forged
by conservationists, industry professionals,
government officials who came together to
decide on a reasonable target for sustainable
timber harvesting on a small portion of our
forests. The plan calls for harvesting of about
a billion board foot of timber per year. It
will strengthen our communities. It will help
rural America. It will help our homebuilders.
It makes sense. It was a promise made to
the people of the Northwest. It's a promise
| intend to work with the Federal Govern-
ment to keep.

Good forest policy can be the difference
between lives surrounded by natural beauty
or natural disaster. And we’re watching a nat-
ural disaster unfold right here in this part
of the world. And we can do a better job
protecting our assets. We can do a better job
protecting people in the communities. Now
it's time for people who represent different
parts of the country to come together to see
the devastation that takes place out West on
an annual basis and allow these good people
out West to manage their assets in a way that
we’ll not only be able to say we've done a
job well-done for future generations but
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we're protecting something that we hold
dear, and that is the forest lands of America.

Before 1 finish, 1 do want to talk about
another conservation issue that affects the
people of the West Coast, and that’s energy
reliability. First, 1 thought our Government
response to the power outage out East and
in the Midwest was a good response. You
know, after September the 11th, we came
together in a way to be able to better deal
with emergencies that affected America. The
Federal Government, the State government,
the local governments all worked in a very
close way, and the communications was good.
The system survived. The system responded
well. We had a lot of good people who didn’t
panic and dealt with the problem in a very
professional way. And | want to thank our
citizens out East and up in the Midwest for
doing such a fine job of responding to a very
difficult situation and being respectful for
their neighbor.

And yesterday Secretary of Energy Abra-
ham and the Canadian Minister of Natural
Resources met in Detroit. It’s the joint effort
to find out what went wrong. We're going
to try to find out as quickly as we can exactly
what caused the rolling blackout. But this
rolling blackout and the problem we’ve got
here with hydropower, the problem in Cali-
fornia recently should say loud and clear to
members of the legislative branch of Govern-
ment that we've got an energy issue that we
need to solve in America.

I called together a—put the task force to-
gether and made 105 recommendations for
our Government to look at about a com-
prehensive national energy plan, one that en-
courages conservation, one that encourages
energy efficiency, one that realizes that we've
got to be less dependent on foreign sources
of energy. And part of that was to recognize
that our infrastructure, the electricity infra-
structure, needs to be modernized.

And we’ve taken some action without law
passed by the legislative branch. For exam-
ple, there’s a bottleneck that plagued Cali-
fornia for years. In other words, electricity
wasn't able to move as freely from south to
north, north to south, as we wanted. And
we're now permitting lines so that that bot-
tleneck can be removed. And the Depart-
ment of Energy is working with the private
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sector to get the lines up and running so we
can move more electricity.

And we've been dealing with the shortage
of hydropower. As you know, you've got an
issue in the Klamath Basin, and we've been
trying to come up with reasonable policy so
that people can farm the land and fish can
live at the same time.

But Congress needs to act. | don’t know
if you know this or not, but for many years
the reliability of electricity in America de-
pended on companies observing voluntary
standards to prevent blackouts. I don’t think
those standards ought to be voluntary. | think
they ought to be mandatory. And if there’s
not reliability backup for electricity, there
ought to be a serious consequence for some-
body who misuses the public trust. And Con-
gress needs to have that in the law.

We ought to authorize the Federal Gov-
ernment to step in as last resort to put up
new power lines where it best serves the na-
tional interest. We ought to make invest-
ment—new investment in a transmission of
electricity easier to make. We've got some
old laws that were passed a long time ago
that make it harder for people to invest in
new electricity lines, new transmission lines.
That doesn’'t make any sense. If we've got
aproblem, let’s deal with it.

The law that passed out of the House of
Representatives deals with it. I'm con-
fident—and the Senate passed a bill—in
other words, out of the two bodies, they need
to get together. | talked to Pete Domenici,
the Senator from New Mexico. | talked to
Billy Tauzin, the chairman from Louisiana.
They both agreed on what I've just described
to you as necessary in a new bill, so that we
can say we solved the problem; we’re mod-
ernizing our electricity system so the people
of America don’t have their lives disrupted
like what happened during the rolling black-
out that took place last week. So we're going
to get us a good energy bill. We need an
energy bill, an energy strategy, and we need
the will to implement it.

Let me conclude by telling you that I'm
incredibly proud of our country. You know,
we've been through a lot. We've been
through a recession. You're still in it here
in Oregon. We had these people attack us
because of what we stand for. We love free-
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dom in America, and we're not going to
change. We stood tall and strong. We're a
determined country, to not only protect our-
selves; we're determined as well to protect
ourselves by spreading freedom throughout
the world. We know that free societies will
be peaceful societies. We believe in America
that freedom is not America’s gift to the
world; it is God’s gift to every single human
being on the face of the Earth.

We've been through some tough times,
and these tough times came to the right na-
tion. Our values are strong. Our people are
courageous and strong and compassionate. |
love being the President of the greatest na-
tion on the face of the Earth.

May God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. at the
Deschutes County Fairgrounds. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Ted Kulongoski of Oregon;
Mayors Alan Unger of Redmond, Oran Teater of
Bend, Richard Allen of Madras, Stephen
Uffelman of Prineville, and David Elliott of Sis-
ters, OR; Garland Brunoe, tribal council chair-
man, Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs; Bill
Anthony, Sisters District Ranger, Deschutes Na-
tional Forest; and Minister of Natural Resources
Herb Dhaliwal of Canada.

Remarks at Ice Harbor Lock and
Dam in Burbank, Washington

August 22, 2003

Thank you all very much. | appreciate you
coming out to say hello. Thank you. Be seat-
ed, please. Thanks for coming out to say
hello. It's a little different view from the
views we have in Crawford. [Laughter] The
temperature is a little cooler, too, | want you
to know.

But thanks for coming. It’s such an honor
to be here at the Ice Harbor Lock and Dam.
I found it interesting that another Texan
came to dedicate the dam. Vice President
Lyndon Johnson dedicated this unbelievable
facility in 1962. He said it's “an asset of as-
tounding importance to the region and to
America.” He was right in 1962, and when
I tell you it's an asset of astounding impor-
tance to this region of America in 2003, I'm
right as well.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Aug. 22

We just had a great tour, seeing this facility
and its technological wonders. This work has
added to the strength of your State, and it's
added to the prosperity of the people. It's
really important that we remember that
when we’re talking about national assets.
After all, people’s money built this facility,
and we want the facility to help the people.
The facility has been a crucial part of the
past in this region, and I'm here to tell you
it's going to be a crucial part of the future
as well.

I was pleased to see the incredible care
that goes into protecting the salmon that
journey up the river. It's an important mes-
sage to send to people, it seems like to me,
that a flourishing salmon population is a vital
part of the vibrancy of this incredibly beau-
tiful part of our country. | appreciate the
commitment that we are making as a country
and that you're making as a community for
salmon restoration. What | saw was and what
you know firsthand is that we can have good,
clean hydroelectric power and salmon res-
toration going on at the same time. And that’s
what | want to spend some time talking
about. We have a responsibility to work to-
gether to make sure the human condition is
strong and to make sure that the salmon
flourish. And we’ll meet that challenge.

I thank Gale Norton for her leadership.
She is the Secretary of the Department of
the Interior. She is a lady from the West.
She understands land management. She
knows what I know, that the folks who live
closest to the land are those that care most
about the land. And we appreciate that atti-
tude.

I'm traveling in some pretty darn good
company too, when it comes to the congres-
sional delegation. Old Doc Hastings has
made a pretty good hand—[applause]. He in-
formed me first thing, before he even said
hello, that he was a grandfather again today.
So congratulations, Doc. | wouldn’t take too
much credit for it, Doc, if | were you.
[Laughter]

I appreciate so very much traveling with
George Nethercutt as well. Both Doc and
George are always telling me about how im-
portant eastern Washington is. Every time
I talk to them, they’re reminding me not only
that the folks here are just fine, fine, down-
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to-earth, hard-working people, but our Na-
tion is blessed to have the resources that are
coming from this part of your beautiful State.

The western part of your State is beautiful
as well, and it's well represented—parts of
it are well represented by my close friend
Jennifer Dunn. I'm glad you're here, Jen-
nifer.

The Acting Secretary of the Army, Les
Brownlee, is with us today. | appreciate you
coming, Les. Thank you for being here.
We've got a lot of folks from the Corps of
Engineers that are with us, people who are
making this dam work, and | want to thank
them for their service to our country. | ap-
preciate so very much the National Marine
Fisheries Service, through the Commerce
Department, the representatives that are
here as well.

I thank all the mayors that have come out,
the State and local officials. | like to tease
the mayors and tell them they’ve got a pretty
darn tough job. After all, if the pothole isn’'t
filled, they're going to hear from somebody
firsthand at the coffee shop. [Laughter] That
doesn’t happen to the President much.
[Laughter] 1 thank the mayors for coming.
Just keep the garbage picked up. [Laughter]

I appreciate so much the tribal chiefs that
are here with us today, distinguished leaders
that are here to make sure that the heritage
of the salmon is protected and honored and
revered, Chief Burke and Black Wolf, Sock-
eye, Sailor. I'm honored you all are here, and
thank you for coming as well, for taking time.

One of the things I've learned about Wash-
ington, DC, there’s a lot of experts on the
environment there. [Laughter] At least they
think they are. They're constantly trying to
tell people what to do. My judgment is,
they—those who think they know what
they’re doing in Washington, DC, ought to
come out and visit with the folks that are
actually protecting the environment, people
such as yourself. 1 have been to your State
enough to know that the people of this great
State are never very far away from some of
nature’s most beautiful sights. And the peo-
ple who appreciate those beautiful sights the
most are those who live close to the sights.
They understand best of all what it means
to be a good steward of land and water.
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The Washington way of life depends and
always will depend on the wise protection
of the natural environment. It's been a part
of your past; it's going to be an important
part of the future of this State and our coun-
try, for that matter. And a vital part of the
natural environment is the Pacific salmon.

Lewis and Clark, as Doc was—made sure
to point it out, where Lewis and Clark
stayed—where he thought they stayed.
[Laughter] But he did say that they stayed
in this part of the world a long time. I can
see why. The weather’s nice, and the scenery
is beautiful. But think about what it was like
when those rivers in 1805-timeframe were
just full of salmon. It must have been an un-
believable sight for them, particularly if they
were hungry. [Laughter]

Today, there are a lot fewer salmon in the
waters. And the mission has got to be to fight
the decline. The mission has got to be to
make sure that we understand that without
the salmon in the Columbia and Snake Riv-
ers, that this would be a huge loss to this
part of the world. That's part of what the
focus of my short discussion is today, is to
let you know that we understand in this ad-
ministration that we want to work with the
local folks to revitalize the salmon runs.

The good news is that salmon runs are up.
And that’s really positive. And we just need
to make sure we keep that momentum. |
want to talk about some ways we’re going
to do it. Gale mentioned one thing is that
we can spend that money in Washington, and
we’re writing a pretty good-size check in '04.
It helps keep the commitment about what
| said when | ran for President. | said, look,
we are concerned about the fish. We're also
concerned about the citizens of Washington
State who depend upon the dams for elec-
tricity and the water to water their land so
we can have the crops necessary to eat in
America.

But the economy of this part of the world
has relied upon the steady supply of hydro-
power. And we've got an energy problem in
America. We don’t need to be breaching any
dams that are producing electricity. And we
won't. Part of a national energy policy has
got to make sure that we increase supply and
maintain supply. And | saw the six generators
that are able to capture a steady flow of water
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that produces that power that enables people
to live. We want the salmon to live; we want
the quality of life in this part of the world
to be strong as well.

You know something, | talk about people
closest to the land care about the land more
than most. Every day is Earth Day if you're
a farmer. Farmers depend upon the quality
of the land and the quality of the water. And
I understand that. And I understand that this
dam and the dams along this river have a
got a lot to do with the ability for people
to farm the land.

You know, one of the great things about
our national security is that we don’t have
to worry about food from some other coun-
try. We produce enough to eat here in Amer-
ica, and that’s good for our national security.
I can’t say the same for energy, by the way.
We're reliant upon foreign sources of energy.
That is a problem for national security. We're
not reliant upon foreign sources of food, and
that's important. This dam helps us be-
come—so that we don’t get reliant upon for-
eign sources of food.

Our farmers depend upon the dams on
this river. People who run the barges need
the dams. The dams accommodate—in other
words, commerce happens, people can make
a living, people have food on the table so
they can feed their families. At the same
time, the salmon are getting more plentiful.
And it's a positive story, and it's a story we've
got to continue to make sure this stays posi-
tive.

We have shown the world that we can have
good quality of life and, at the same time,
save salmon. And that’s exactly what this ad-
ministration will continue to do. | understand
we can't do it alone, but we can help. We
can make a difference. As Gale mentioned,
the budgets are increasing. We're helping on
technology. | just saw some technology that
enables the young salmon and steelhead to
pass through the dam near the surface of the
dam at lower speeds and lower pressures.
That will help the young salmon runs. The
technology is employed at the Lower Granite
Dam. It will be installed soon here at Ice
Harbor. In other words, the Federal Govern-
ment is doing its part by gathering the tech-
nologies that will make the salmon runs
stronger and better over time.
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I bet in 62 there wasn’t that much concern
about salmon runs, when Vice President Lyn-
don Johnson was here. | haven't reviewed
his entire speech; I don’t know how much
time he spent talking about technologies nec-
essary to save salmon. But in 2003, we can
say we're developing good, strong tech-
nologies to save salmon. We're getting better
atit. And that’s what—T[applause].

And | appreciate so much the hard work
of the Federal employees that are doing what
we pay them to do. I also know my friend
Donnie Evans, who is the Secretary of Com-
merce, has got conservation plans that are
now being developed and implemented in
Chelan and Douglas County public utility
districts. It's a good, creative use of Federal
money, it seems like to me, to create these
conservation plans and habitat restoration
programs, to be smart about how we develop
the strategies necessary to encourage salmon
runs to increase. The plan will minimize the
impact of dams, improving fish-bypass sys-
tems and hatchery programs. And we’ll con-
tinue to work to fund local habitat restoration
programs. In other words, there’s a lot going
on. But the truth of the matter is, in order
to make this strategy work, we're going to
have to work with the local folks. That's the
reality of the situation.

I know that—I saw some of the irrigation
systems, spray systems—they look pretty
darn modern to me. | suspect some of the
oldtime farmers here will tell you that there’s
been a lot of technological advancement
when it comes to conservation of water. The
more water our farmers conserve by using
efficient sprinkler systems, obviously the less
operating costs they have. But also it helps
the salmon. And so for the farmers who are
here, | want to thank you for doing your part
not only feeding America but being good
stewards of the water you use.

There’s a group called Fish First. 1 met
a fellow named Gary Loomis. And | appre-
ciate Gary coming today. Gary is a guy who
cares about restoring salmon runs, salmon
habitat. So he and a group of volunteers have
come together to work on the salmon
projects around the State of Washington.
They're installing culverts to accommodate
the fish. They're creating side channels and
ponds. They're getting their money through
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private donations. There’s a lot of people who
care about salmon runs, and they ought to
be helping by contributing money. And
they’re using volunteers and some public
grants.

As | understand that Gary Loomis’ group
is going to add another 4,900 foot of stream
channel, mainly through volunteer work. And
| appreciate what you're doing, Gary. | want
to—why don’t you stand up and give people
a chance to look at you and let you know
the—T[applause]. | want to thank you for what
you're doing. This will give me a chance to
tell the people of the great State of Wash-
ington and Oregon that if you're interested
in salmon runs, if you want to do your part
about conserving this great legacy, volunteer
with groups like Gary Loomis’ group.

There’s a lot of good conservation groups
that have a good commonsense view about
making sure that the quality of human life
is strong and the quality of fish life is vibrant
and healthy as well. Volunteer help makes
a difference.

I appreciate the positive attitude that peo-
ple have here in this part of the world, the
can-do attitude: “Here is a problem; let's go
solve it together.” And that's what we’re here
to confirm. It makes a—it’s a lot better than
what happens a lot of times when it comes
to conservation issues. And that is, people
just file lawsuit after lawsuit after lawsuit, just
kind of tie everything up in endless litigation,
and nothing gets better.

We've got that issue, by the way, with our
forests. |1 was in Oregon yesterday, saw the
devastating forest fires that are taking place.
It's just sad to see national assets just go up
in tremendous flames because we have not
done a good job of thinning out our forests
and protecting our forests. And a lot of the
reason why is because people just file law-
suits, and we get stuck in the court, and noth-
ing happens. The forests don’t benefit. Peo-
ple in the communities close to the forest
are—have their lives endangered because of
the kindling that has piled up. We need to
cut through all this business and get solving
the national problems.

And so the good news about what's hap-
pening here is it looks like you've been able
to bypass all the endless litigation, come up
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with solutions to the problem so that the peo-
ple can say, you know, “Job well done.” Gen-
erations—future generations can say these
folks had a chance and they responded.

And | want to thank you for what you do
to make sure that this part of the world is
as vibrant and healthy, the heritage of the
salmon remains strong. There’s no doubt in
my mind you will accomplish the objective,
no doubt in my mind we will help. We want
to be helpers, not hinderers, coming out of
Washington, DC.

You know, the amazing thing about this
country is when we put our mind to some-
thing, we can do a lot. We can do a lot. My
mind is still focused on protecting America,
by the way. We're going to hunt the terrorists
down wherever they are and bring them to
justice. And we're making progress. See, in
America we know that freedom—free coun-
tries will be peaceful countries. We also know
that freedom is not America’s gift to the
world; it is the Almighty’s gift to every human
being.

Abroad, this great Nation will lead the
world to more peaceful times. We’'ll promote
freedom. We worry about the human condi-
tion when people are enslaved by tyranny.
And at home, we'll protect our assets. We’'ll
conserve our beautiful environment, and at
the same time, we’ll work to make sure that
people can make a living, that people can
work hard, put money on the table; they can
do their duty as a mom or a dad for—to feed
their families.

Listen, America is a fabulous country, fab-
ulous not only because of the values we hold
dear but fabulous because of the nature of
the people, who are the American people.

Thank you for coming. May God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gary Loomis, president,
Fish First.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Economic Leaders and an Exchange
With Reporters in Seattle,
Washington

August 22, 2003

The President. It’s a pleasure to be here
in beautiful Seattle. I just met with members
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of the congressional delegation and also
members of the business community, both
large and small businesses, to talk about the
fact that this economy here in Washington
State is not as strong as it should be.

I'm fully aware that the unemployment
numbers here are some of the highest in the
country, and that’s of concern. This is a re-
source-based State with a significant high-
tech component. Both of those sectors have
been hit very hard by the economic down-
turn. And so we talked about ways to stimu-
late growth.

The first thing | talked about was the fact
that the tax plan that the Congress passed
and | signed, the most recent tax plan, is now
kicking in. People are getting their child tax
credits, which will be positive. It will be posi-
tive for the people of this State. People are
getting more money back, and the more
money they have, the more money they’'ll
have to spend. And that’s good news.

I talked about trade policy which will help
the high-tech industry here in the State of
Washington. We talked about the Healthy
Forests Initiative, which is a commonsense
plan to make sure that we save our forests
before they get destroyed by catastrophic
fire.

Yesterday | choppered over the fire in Or-
egon and saw the effects of a backward forest
policy, a policy that has allowed for under-
growth to develop and provide the kindling
necessary for explosive fires. | saw some in-
teresting signs—said, “Save our mature large
trees.” | agree. | also saw the fires destroy
the mature stands of large trees. It's unbe-
lievable how powerful these fires raged
throughout. And we've got to do something
about it. A healthy forests initiative will help
protect the resources of a resource-based
economy.

I talked today—we talked today about en-
ergy. The good folks in the State of Wash-
ington, or the capital—people who spend
money on capital investment know that we
need to have an energy policy. Today | talked
about something that made eminent sense
to me, and that is when you've got good,
clean sources of energy like hydropower, you
don’t destroy those sources, particularly with
the Nation short of energy. And so we had
a very good discussion about ways to create
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the conditions of economic vitality and
growth.

The Federal Government can help, and
the State of Washington has got to also set
the conditions necessary for people to want
to be here. I mean, one of the things we
can do at the Federal level is pass medical
liability reform. It's a national issue. I mean,
it makes sense for us to have medical liability
reform. If the State of Washington needs to
send a message that this would be a good
place to do business, they may—ought to
have the legislature pass liability reform or
workers’ compensation reform. There’s a lot
of things the State of Washington can do as
well.

And we had a very vital discussion. And
the reason why | wanted to have this discus-
sion is I'm concerned about the size of the
unemployment rate here in this important
State.

I'll answer a couple of questions, then I've
got to go to another event. Jennifer [Jennifer
Loven, Associated Press].

Situation in the Middle East

Q. Thank you, sir. I want to ask you about
the Middle East.

The President. Middle East, yes.

Q. Palestinians militants have promised
more suicide bombings. Israel itself has
talked about more pinpoint strikes on mili-
tant chiefs. What can you do to make sure
that the progress in the recent months
doesn’t get destroyed?

The President. Yes, well, we’ll just keep
working the issue, of course, hard and re-
minding people of this important fact, that
if people want there to be peace in the Mid-
dle East, if the Palestinians want to see their
own state, they've got to dismantle the ter-
rorist networks.

You just opened your question by saying
that some in the Palestinian territories have
announced there’s going to be more suicide
bombings. Suicide bombings are acts of ter-
ror. Suicide bombings kill innocent people.
Children, women—they don’t care; they're
indiscriminate. They just kill for the sake of
killing. Those people who conduct suicide
bombings are not interested in the vision that
I have outlined, and that is a Palestinian state
living side by side with Israel in peace.
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What the United States will continue to
do is to remind those who love peace and
yearn for freedom in that part of the world
to join together and to battle those few who
want to destroy the ambitions of many. I will
continue to work with leaders in the neigh-
borhood to encourage them to cut off the
money and the aid and the help that goes
to these terrorist organizations, all of which
aim to destroy any hope for peace.

I am and will continue to work the issue.
I think it's important for us to—for the
United States to stay very much engaged, and
1 will.

Randy [Randy Mikkelsen, Reuters].

Irag/War on Terror

Q. Mr. President, it seems like the conflict
in Iraq is becoming more of a guerrilla war
directed against the West or international in-
stitutions. How important is it that more
countries contribute troops to Iraq? And are
you willing to give more political authority
to the United Nations to achieve that goal?

The President. Yes, well, look, that's a
very interesting question. It's—the way |
view this is that Iraq is turning out to be
a continuing battle in the war on terror. You
know, it's one thing to remove the Saddam
Hussein regime from power in order to pro-
tect America and our friends and allies,
which we did. And then there are—we found
resistance from former Ba'athist officials.
These people decided that, well, they'd rath-
er fight than work for peaceful reconstruc-
tion in lIraq because they weren’t going to
be in power anymore.

I also believe there’s a foreign element that
is moving into lrag, and these will be Al-
Qaida-type fighters. They want to fight us
there because they can't stand the thought
of a free society in the Middle East. They
hate freedom. They hate the thought of a
democracy emerging. And therefore, they
want to violently prevent that from hap-
pening. And it's hard to characterize what
kind of movement it is since this is the—
this is one of the major battles of the first
war of the 21st century.

As | told the American people after 9/11,
one, | would never forget 9/11 and the les-
sons learned about protecting the security of
this country, but also that we were facing a
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different kind of war. And having said that,
we do need and welcome more foreign
troops into Iraq, and there will be more for-
eign troops into Irag. And what that will do
is that will enable many of those troops to
guard the infrastructure. If you notice what'’s
happening, of course, is as the life of the av-
erage lIragi begins to improve, those who
hate freedom destroy the infrastructures that
we've been improving. It’s part of their strat-
egy. So we’ll get more people guarding that.

And in the meantime—and that will help
free up our hunter teams. We're getting bet-
ter human intelligence. Every day that goes
by, we're getting more solid evidence from
Iraqi citizens about the whereabouts of cer-
tain former thugs—or current thugs of a
former regime, is a better way to put it, like
“Chemical Ali.” And we're winning.

And it's—we've been there for 120 days
since major operations, or something like
that. We've haven't been there a long time.
And these people—Iet me finish. Just getting
warmed up. [Laughter] These people have
been subjugated for years and years and
years. Torture chambers were prevalent
throughout the Iraqi society. Mass graves—
discovered mass graves of innocent people
whose lives were slaughtered because they
didn’t agree with Saddam Hussein. And you
can imagine the psychology of a country that
has been through a—Iife under Saddam.
Slowly but surely, people are how beginning
to develop the habits necessary for a free so-
ciety to emerge.

But we’re going to stay the course. Now,
your other question was the United Nations.
Well, I've always said the United Nations
ought to have a vital role, and they were play-
ing a vital role in lIrag, such a vital role that
the killers decided to destroy the very people
that were providing food for the hungry and
medicine for the afflicted. Now, what kind
of mindset is that? That's—it is that type of
mentality that we must defeat if we expect
the world to be secure and peaceful.

And so yes, there will be a vital role for
the U.N. As a matter of fact, we’re discussing
regulation—I mean, resolutions now about
how to encourage other nations to participate
in the process.

And let me—one more. Ryan [Ryan
Donmoyer, Bloomberg News].
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Q. Thank you, sir.

The President. Fine, Ryan. That's a short
question? If it is a short question, I can call
on Bennett [Bennett Roth, Houston Chron-
icle]. If it’s not a short question, he gets fili-
bustered.

National Economy

Q. Sir, three tax cuts, two wars, and now
a new military role in Liberia, and your ad-
ministration is now projecting deficits up
near a trillion dollars this year and next.
Meanwhile, a major jobless recovery, as
you've just mentioned here today in Wash-
ington, and Wall Street is becoming more
and more nervous about the effect of these
deficits in the long-term economy. Can this
economy sustain long-term deficits?

The President. We'll have the deficit in
half over a 5-year period of time if Congress
holds the line on discretionary spending. And
one of my jobs is to make sure they do. |
proposed reasonable budgets on discre-
tionary spending, and | expect Congress to
join me on those budgets.

Let me remind the people that—to whom
you're writing this erudite article what
caused the deficit. It was caused by the lack
of revenues coming into the Treasury be-
cause of a recession. Half of the deficit was
because of the recession that took place in
the first quarter—first three quarters of
2001.

And remember, the stock market started
to decline in March of 2000. That caused a
lack of revenue coming into the Treasury.
Then the country went into recession. And
recession by its very nature means less busi-
ness activity, less money in circulation, less
monies coming into the Treasury.

And then we were at war, and | decided
to request from Congress enough money to
fight and win the war. That's what the Amer-
ican people expect. They expect a Com-
mander in Chief to support the troops. And
that’s what I did and will continue to do.

Part of the deficit is also caused by the
fact that Congress passed the tax relief |
asked for. But the reason | asked for the tax
relief is to stimulate economic growth. And
so the—those who are worried about the def-
icit must first worry—I hope would worry
first about people being able to find work,
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like in Washington State. I am more con-
cerned about somebody finding a job than
I am about numbers on paper. But having
said that, | want to repeat that we've got a
plan to reduce the deficit in half in 5 years.

Final question, Bennett of the Houston
Chronicle. I've known him for a long time.
For those of you who don’t know him, he’s
afine lad. [Laughter]

Report on the February 1 Space Shuttle
Columbia Accident

Q. And it's sort of a Texas-related ques-
tion. Mr. President, next week there’s going
to be a report issued on the Space Shuttle
Columbia that's expected to be highly critical
of NASA. Do you support the resumption
of manned space flights? Do you think the
program should be better funded and re-
structured? Where do you see the future?

The President. Let me first—I've been
a strong supporter of NASA. | want to look
at the report before I comment. You may
have seen the report; | haven't, in which case
I want to look at it. I do believe that a space
program is important for a country that is
trying to stay on the leading edge of techno-
logical change. But let me look and first see
what the report says, how critical it is, what
it says, what it means. And I'll answer—try
to answer that very question after I've had
a chance to enrich my knowledge about a
pending report.

Thank you all.

Birthday of Jennifer Loven

Q. It’s her birthday.

The President. Today is your birthday?

Q. No. [Laughter]

Q. Yes, itis.

The President. You shouldn’t be so shy
in front of national cameras. [Laughter]

Q. I'd rather it not be a topic, thank you.
[Laughter]

The President. Would you like for your
compadres to break out in a “Happy Birth-
day” here on TV?

Q. They've already done that, thank you.

The President. They have? Should we
have the business community sing? [Laugh-
ter] Happy birthday.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at Boe-
ing Field-King County International Airport. In
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his remarks, he referred to former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Irag; and former lIragi Ba'ath
Party official Ali Hassan al-Majid (known as
“Chemical Ali”). A portion of these remarks could
not be verified because the tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Designation of
Hamas Leadership and European
Funding Sources Under Executive
Order 13224

August 22, 2003

At my direction, the Treasury Department
has moved today to block and freeze the as-
sets of six top Hamas leaders and five non-
governmental organizations that I am advised
provide financial support to Hamas. By
claiming responsibility for the despicable act
of terror on August 19, Hamas has reaffirmed
that it is a terrorist organization committed
to violence against Israelis and to under-
mining progress toward peace between Israel
and the Palestinian people.

I call upon all nations supportive of peace
in the Middle East to recognize Hamas as
a terrorist organization and to take all appro-
priate actions to deny it support.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 16

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

August 18

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone
conversation with Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham to discuss the recent power black-
out in portions of the Northeastern and Mid-
western United States and Canada.
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August 19

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil to express his
condolences concerning the death of Bra-
zilian citizen Sergio Vieira de Mello, Special
Representative of the United Nations Sec-
retary-General to Iraq, who died in the Au-
gust 18 terrorist bombing of the U.N. head-
quarters in Baghdad. Later, he had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom to discuss
the Baghdad terrorist attack.

August 20

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon of Israel to discuss the August
18 terrorist attack in Jerusalem. He then had
an intelligence briefing.

Later in the morning, the President par-
ticipated in a video conference call with the
National Security Council, including Ambas-
sador L. Paul Bremer 111, Presidential Envoy
to Irag, and Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, com-
batant commander, U.S. Central Command.

August 21

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Port-
land, OR.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Redmond, OR, where he participated in a
briefing on the Bear Butte and Booth fires
in Deschutes National Forest. Later, aboard
Marine One, he took an aerial tour of the
forest fires.

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Bend, OR.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Hugh Douglas Barclay to be Am-
bassador to El Salvador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael David Gallagher to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lydia Irene Beebe; William Wilson
111; and Joseph Thomas Yew, Jr., as members
of the Board of Directors of the Presidio
Trust.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint Carl Michael Morgan, Jr., and Debo-
rah Doris Wetsit as members of the Presi-
dent’s Board of Advisors on Tribal Colleges
and Universities.

August 22

In the morning, the President traveled to
Burbank, WA. En route, aboard Air Force
One, he had an intelligence briefing. Fol-
lowing his arrival, he participated in a brief-
ing and tour of Ice Harbor Lock and Dam.
Later, he traveled to Seattle, WA.

In the afternoon, the President attended
a Bush-Cheney luncheon at a private resi-
dence. Later, he returned to the Bush Ranch
in Crawford, TX.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gordon England to be Secretary
of the Navy.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointments of Charlotte A. Lane and Daniel
Pearson as members of the U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of A. Paul Anderson as a Federal
Maritime Commissioner.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Daniel Pipes as a member of
the Board of Directors of the U.S. Institute
of Peace.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of John Paul Woodley, Jr., as As-
sistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointments of David W. Fleming, Jay Phillip
Greene, and John Richard Petrocik as mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees of the James
Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Juanita Alicia Vasquez-Gardner
as a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NoTe: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 16

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2195, H.R.
2465, H.R. 2854, and S. 1015 on August 15

Released August 18

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary: Liberian
Peace Agreement Signed in Accra, Ghana

Released August 19

Statement by the Press Secretary: Presi-
dential Determination Regarding U.S. Assist-
ance to the Government of Colombia
Airbridge Denial Program

Released August 20

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Released August 21

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Released August 22

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Fact sheet: President Bush Highlights Salm-
on Recovery Successes

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved August 15 *

H.R. 2195 / Public Law 108-72
Smithsonian Facilities Authorization Act

H.R. 2465 / Public Law 108-73
Family Farmer Bankruptcy Relief Act of
2003

H.R. 2854 / Public Law 108-74

To amend title XXI of the Social Security
Act to extend the availability of allotments
for fiscal years 1998 through 2001 under the
State Children’s Health Insurance Program,
and for other purposes

S.1015 / Public Law 108-75
Mosquito Abatement for Safety and Health
Act

Approved August 18

H.R. 1412 / Public Law 108-76
Higher Education Relief Opportunities for
Students Act of 2003

*These Public Laws were not received in time
for inclusion in the appropriate issue.



